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CHAPTAR ONE

+  Geological Origin

2 Wthen or how the island called "Aruha first 1lifted its
mass of coral, diorite rock and sand above the waters of the
Carihean remains largely a matter of conjecture., Some have sald
that it is a part of the rim of a gigantic volcano and others that
it is a mass resting on a pedestal in mushroom fashion. Geologists
who have studied the matter extensively have reached the conclusion
hat the island is the result of a batholitic action and actually
the top of a mountain. This makes it probable that the island is
a product of the same mighty travail of Nature that gave origin
to the Rockles and the Andes and a continuation of the mountain
range which terminates 60 miles southward on the Paraguana Penin-
sula of Venezuela.,

‘Geologilsts are also agreed that violent subterranean
movements have lifted and submerged the island at several widely
qeparated intervals of time. Vhen a well was drilled some years

go near Oranjestad, pleces of palm tree wood were brought up from
a depth of 800 feet indicating that the surface was then at that
point much higher a»ove sea level than it is at present. Along
the north shore, three distinct shore lines are discernible and
in some places five, giving evidence that there have heen at least
five distinct movements upward.

In the last great upward movement which gave the island
its present contour, the first heights to appear above the rolling
seas were such polints as Yamanota 666 feet; Hoolberg 495 feet; and
Alta Vista 235 feet above sea level. Hoolberg 1s the most con-
spicuous of these hecause water, wind, and weather have given 1t
the inverted cowbell shape that towers prominently ahove the sur=-
rounding terrain.. In fact, the town of Santa Cruz, about a mile
east from its hase, covers ground that is nearly sea level. The
presence of fossils, coral, diorite rock with varylng mineral
content, and wind and water carved tumnels and caves on the lesser
helbnts, all display convincing evidence that these were once
heneath the surface of the sea.

ocince Aruba, geologically speaking, is a comparavively
new island it is still affected by earth movements. In 1957 there
were two very definite earthquake shocks which, althouzh originating
In the Paraguana Peninsula to the southwest in Veneszuela, lifted

the 1sland at leadt 18 incnes nigher above the surface of the sur-
rounding area.:

This 1lifting is evidenced by the* appearance of new shore
lines, the drying up of certain old blowholes along the north shore
and the opening of new ones among the coral reefs on the south
shore, also.by the more shallow waters of the lagoons, and oy the
exposed roots of the manzrove trees that grow along the shores.
Needless to say, -these recent earth movements caused considerable
consternation anl teérror among the local residents, several tremors
being felt in 1943. A most recent tremor was in March 1950 .
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! The most noticeable of the prehistoric shore lines is
that which begins at Punta Basora, the extreme northeastern tip

of the island and runs irregularly northwestward about a half mile
from and parallel to the sea. In some places, stone cliffs from

10 to 30 .feet high with water corved indentations, caves and
tunnels at thelr bases indicate that mighty waves once beat against
them. From the cliffs, a flat rocky area or plateau, broken only
by dry stream beds, extends to a second shore line where again
there 1s a precipitous drop, in some cases several hundred feet
from the water's edge. Only here and there do the cliffs along

the sea redede sufficlently to provide sandy beaches or deep inlets.
In some places, these cliffs are tunneled into srottoes and blow-
holes into which the water rushes with great forco causing minia-
ture geysers with each successive wave. 3eneath the clear rolling
waters one can see ths sea bottom dropping away abruptly, the
waters on all sides of the ‘island being from 40 to a 100 fathoms
deep within a short distance from the shore. '

At Punta 3Basora, huge blocks of the rugged, rocky, shore
line have toppled toward the sea., At the water!s edge, great
masses of red and greenish limestone, highly fossilized and indi-
cating the comparative youth of the island, may he seen. Nearby
several small natural arches have been formed Dy the constant beat=-
ing of the waves., At another point noar Daimari, three of those
arches may be snapped in a single photograph. Alwmost cetain
tragedy awaits anyone so unfortunate as to fall into the turbulent
waves whilch are heaped into groat combers and phosphoroscent white
caps by the constantly blowing trade winds. Only at the extreme
northwestern end of the island does the shore line taper into sandy
deaches along the water's edge. A fow shifting sand dunes are
found along the northern coast near Fontein and east of California,

Running lengthwise and roughly across the center of the
island 1s a range of hills rising at Punta Basora to the coast and
terminating in an elevation known as Seros Grandil, 164 feet above
sea l:vel, near the western tip. This range 1s broken only by a
few passos and gullies cut Uy the currents that once surged across
the 1sland when it was still beneath the sea and since deepened by
streams which become rushing torrents during the few heavy rain
squalls. Midway of the island a road, ‘known as "The Continental
Divide“, connects Fontein on the north shore with the town of
Santa Cruz on the south side of the range. This is one of the most
picturesque drives on the whole island and at one point, lira La
liar, the sea may be seen bHboth to the morth and to the south.

This range of hills is honeficial to the island because
1t does much to break the full forcs of the trade winds which sweep
in from the east and allows moisture to he retained Hy the soil on
the south and west sides., Here and theroc among the hills arec small
valleys and fertile spots in which palm trees and other vegetation
flourish, " The soil in these places would raise many kinds of fruits
and vegetables if it could De successfully irrigzated. The general
barrenness 1s due more to the strength of the trade winds which
quickly evaporate what little moisture falls and to the lack of
regular rainfall in any quantity than it is to the lack of fertility
in such soil as can be found.
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Travelling westward along the southern shore onc also
finds further evidenca that the island has had several shore lines.
This is quite noticeable in the Lazo Colony and near the Spanish
Lagoon. A coral reof extending vrokenly about a half mile off shore
for almost the length of the island provides protected harbors at
San Nicolaas and Oranjostad, and formerly at Savaneta until the
lagoon there began to rapidly fill with sand, 3Because the water
outside the reef is from 40 to 60 fathoms deep, ships from all
points of the compass can now find anchorage in the splendid harbor
that has been devecloped off San Nicolaas and the Lazo Refinery.

At the eastern end of the island, caves and water carvcd
tunnels may be found. In these, a phosphate deposit was found
indicating that a mineralized sandy heach, well fertilized with
guano, existod there conturiles ago and was later covered with coral
and rock, All along the southern shore onec may find holcs in the
rocky surface which lead to a water level ten to twenty fcet below.
Thesc natural wells provide brackish water which the natives use
for laundry and other purposes. Thesc water holes indicate that
the whole southern shore is fairly well undermined with subterranean
water pockets hut thore is little danger of the hard rocky surface
ever caving in. : '

. lildway of' the 1sland on the southern shorc -is the Spanish
Lagoon which at one timc may have oxtenled across the whole island
through the valley in which tho town of Santa Cruz 1s located,

" Legend says that it provided a safc hiding place for such pirates

as Honry Morgan, Bleckboard and othors. At its south, wator is
pumped into the Dutch Water Distillery to he made fit for human
consumption. About a milc inland to the north of this Lagoon is a
large level flat of land which not too many centuriocs ago was cither
a large inland lake or actually the bottom of tho sea. At tho
northern sido of this bottom 1s a pass called "Rooi Francaig!
(French Pass), in which, a rather persistont legend rolatos, several
hundrecd Frenchmen were ambushed and killed during one of the French
invasions of the island. | ¥ i

From this Lagoon westward the southern shore line is very
1littlo above sea level., At Oranjostad is "Paardenbaai (Horscs Bay)
S0 named because hundreds of horses were landed thero from the
Spanigh lain for reshipment to Jamaica, 3eyond Oranjestad much of
tho shorc line provides safe heaches for swimming and for the bHeach-
ing of fishing Doats owned by the natives, Here many beautiful |
shells, large piecos of coral and other Specimons of decp sea life
‘may de gathered. On the extromo northwestern tip, at Arashl, stands
a lighthousc to guidc vessels coming from Venezucla, Columbia end-
the Panama Canal, s '

, Thus approximately 12° above tho oquater and twenty miles
off tho shorecs of the Paraguana Poninsula of Venozuela, at 7009
3'20" W L and 12° 27'25" N L 1ies the island of Aruba, 14 miles :
long from tip to tip and 7% wido at its widest point. 1In an airplanc
ons can easily obtain a bird's eyo view of its cntire scventy squaro’
miles of surface, a view which is deceptive because the island

appoars somcewhat barren and uninviting from the sky. Yot within its
shores live pcoples of many differont racoé and an"oxubgrant spirit

of hospitality soon impresses itgclf upon the visitor to Aruba.
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CHAPTER TWO
Colonization .

Tradition rather than authontic history informs us that

Aruba was first settl-d by tribes of mild naturcd Arawak Indians
wno came to the island by large canoes anc small sailboats from the
noarby coasts of Scuth Americg. Very littlc is known of these carly
inhabitants except that thoy werce farmers and fishermen who used

earthen vessoels, stono hatchets, and sabers of hardwood, It is
also nown that they vuried thoir dead in sitting positions in
vases of hard baked clay.

In due time another tribe of Indians known as thc Caribs
came to the 1island and sudbjugated what Arawaks they did not cexter-
minate. The Caribs wore florec, warlike, cannivalistic, people who
lived by hunting and fighting rather than br any settled occupation.
They lived in cavos carved partially by tho wind and water and
partially Hy thelr own labors. Thesc caves are still to be found
in the districts known as Ajo, Rool Prins or Prince Pass ncar
Fontein, and southwcst of Santa Cruz in an elevation known as Seroc
Canashito. When thosc caves wore first discovered many stonec
hatchots, tommahawks and othor implemcnts wore found in them.

Today all that remains of the ancient Indian tonancy are tho hiero-
glyphical markings still clearly scen on the ceilings and walls of

the scveral caves. In some of these caves, therc were recessod
shelves 1n the walls that may huve bcen usod for beds or for utensils,
There is little doubt but that the blood of both the anciont Arawak .
and the cave dwelling Carib still flows in the veins of some of the

older native ArUbans who live on the island today.

No onc appeers to know definitoly how the island came
to e named "Aruba". It is possible that the name finds its source
in tho Spanish "Oro-Hubo“ meaning "there was gold", yot the contra-
dictory fact remains that the island was named long hefore the gold
on it was discovered. A more likely sourcc is from the Guiarani
Indian word "Oirubai" mecaning "guide". It was also claimed that
the name could be a slurred version of the Indian work “Arawak“
since the Arawaks were its first scttloers.

Although Chrlstophor Columbus 51~hted the Venozuelan
coast line in 1498, he did not land on tho coast or on the A B C
iglands of the Caribbean namely Aruba, Bonairc, and Curaceo. :
However, in May 1409, Alonso de Hojeda sallod on the Santa liaria
for the new world he had seecn on one of the carlicr Columbus voyages.
Ho was accompanied by Bartolome Roldau, amateur pllot of Columbus!
first voyago; by-.-Juan de la Costa, map-ma”ur of ‘the second voyago;
and by a Florctince resident of °*ville named Amcrigo Vespucci
whose prodated account of the voyage ommittod all montion of HOJGda

and led to tho continents of thc Western Hemisphere bmnfT namncd in
his honor.

Reaching the Gulf of Paria west of Trinidad, Hojecda .
sailcd westward along tho northern coast of South America. | '

Pushing beyond the island of Margarita wherc Columbus turncd

northward, llojeda discovered and landed on the island of Curacao on

July 26, 1499, In August ho rcachod Aruba and sailecd on until he
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had rcachod the Gulf .of Venezuela to the north of Leks Mara aibo.
No doubt he was led to make this further voyage by standing on
the shores of Aruba and looking southward across the sea to

Mount Santa Anna which lifts its pcak noarly 3000 feet above %the
Paraguana Poninsula and 1is easily sccen on clear days.

From that date until at lcast 1547, there is no ra 'uvded
hlstory oft any voyager having visited Aruba. However, tho
Franciscan monks who scttled on the coast of Vonczuolm in 15319 may
have visited the island. It 1s also likely that such piratcs as
Henry Morgan, 3lackbeard and others also visited Aruba since tho
Spanish Lagoon would provide a safo and secluded harbor for thoir
ships. Thcre arc persistent legends that considerable treasurc was
hidden on tho island by these men.,

- "About the year 1547 Netherland traders searchinv for
salt and other commoditics came to Curacao, 70 milcs to tho cast
of Aruba. They immediately recognized the posqibilitios of prof- .
itable trading emong the A B C islands. During the Eighty Year War
~hetween Spein and Holland, scveral trading companies were formecd in
Rottordam for the purpose of systematically plundoring Spanish
ships plying the Caribboan., This was considered "Logal“ piracy and
- it oventually led to the formation of the Dutch West Indles Company
on Junc &, 1621, By 1610 Dutch traders had completely broken the
Spanish monopoly on Caribocan commercec by organizing one of their
ovn. The Indies Company grow increasingly prosperous through slave
trading which was especially profitable in the yoars immediately
precoding the Amcrican Revolution. For nearly 100 yoars, Curacao
"was tho center of slave transportation and trading, although com=~
- merce. in salt, dyowoods and pearl fisheries helped to swoll the

coffors- f ' |

On July 10, 1654 the Vost Indiecs Company, a subuidiary
of the Dutch Trading Company, whosec head officers were in Rotterdam,
finally wrested control of the island of Curacao from Spain. Later
in the same yoar, the same Company took possession of Aruba Dby
risht of conoucst and since that timo the island has remainecd under
‘-Dutch rulo except for a period of about 20 years. The first
~Governor of Curacao and Aruba was a Mr, van Welbeck who remained in
roffice until 1636,

From 1636 to 1643, there was succession of Governors,
then called commanders, until finally the Parllament of Holland
appointed Pcter Stuyvesant Governor of the islands. In 1644, ho
found it nccessary to dispatch troops, who were largely refugec
soldiers from the war then going on between Portugal and 3Brazil,
to New Notherlands, now Now York, to protoct the Dutch scttlers
there from maraudin" Indians. On July 28, 1646, Stuyvesant became
Governor of the Union of tho A 3 C 1u1ands and Now Nothorlands
with his headquartors heing looatod in Now Amsterdam, now New York
City. It is interesting to notc that during World Var II, a former
New York Governor, Presldent Franklin D. Rooscevelt, also of Dutth
ancestry, found it nececssary to scnd troops to protcct the island
of Curacao and Aruba.

Although a treaty had officially concluded the war which
the Dutch Government had declared in 1672 on France and England,
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fighting continued for sevoral years:afterward. In July 1677, a
large armed.flcet under command of Admiral De Estros sailed from
France to do battle in the Caribbcan. The flcet came to grief on
the rocks at Aves, west of Bonairc. Donckner, the Governor of the
A B C islands’at that ‘time, sailod for Aves and salvaged fifty five
pleces of heavy cannon and othoer supplies from wrockagze. Since
thls cannon was uscd for the defonsc of the islands by the Dutch
untll as late¢ as 1800, therc 1s little doubt but that thoe cannon
lying on tho.bcach in Oranjestad near the ruins of Fort William ITI
arc somc of those salvaged picces.

During Donckner's govornorship, the famous Dutch pirate
Jan Irasmus Roiming was very co=-oporative with the government and
roccivod 1ts protection in his plundering as a reward. Piracy had
bocome a-well organizod busincss in the waters ncar the A B L -
islands. Tho activitics of such piratical bends werc particularly
notorlous during the governorship of DoFay in 1730 when thoy
constantly attacked ships laden with cargocs of slaves and valuablc
commoditics and raided many coastal towns. The boldest of thesc
was Balthaml Carrion who attacked Aruba and murdered the mombors of
the offleial family. Another pirate Juan Antonio, nicknamed "Dios
do la Rabbi" (God of tho Rebels), often hid in thc caves of Aruda
until he was caught and hanged in Curacao in 1736. A Frenchman by
tho name of Dc Estrades is said to have been the most fearcd of all
the piratos of that poriod of plunder and torrorism.

When theso notorious pirates had been capturcd and oxecuted

the 1slands sottlcd down to morc pcaceful activities, Since both
official and commercial interests were largely centered at ‘Curacao,

vory little attention was givon to conditions on Aruba. About 1750,
the West Indics Company permitted a few chosen persons (who probably

had paild well for the privilege) to settle on. Aruba and cngage in
trading. Among thosc carly scttlers was one Solomon Levi Maduro,

who on Junc 7, 1754, vowed that hc would sorve and obey the Commander

at all times and romain loyal to the Noble Company (Proclamation of
1754, Curacao Archivos), | 4

Howgver, the oconomic changes that affected life and
tradec on Curacao werc naturally felt in Apuba since the two islands
Wore scparated Hy a comparatively short distance and ruled hy the
samc government. In fact, many Aruban business ostablishments had
thelr hcadquarters at Curacao and were mandged Dy mcmbers of
familics whosc homes worc in Willemstad. Thon Curacao coxpericnced
& sharp declinc in trading activities at the closc of the American
Rovolution, wc may assumc that 1lifc on Aruba also felt the deelinc
bocause 1ts fow business firms could attract still less trade than
Curacao. e B
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CHAPTER THREE )
Tho Island'!s Government

As hés hoon mentioncd, with the oxcception of about 20
years, Aruba has Booen continuously rulod by tho Dutch government
sineo it seizod the island in 1634. The scat of government for
the Nethorlands 'est Indies is located at Curacao whure the Governor
presides in the Namo of Hor Majosty, tho Qucen of Holland., Acting
with him in passing upon all civil affairs is the Council of Statc
consisting of roprescntatives from several islands, In this
council which cnacts local rules and rogulations are 15 mecmbors,

2 of whom rcprosont Aruba, The Quoen may declarc void any acts of
this Councll. All regulations concerning criminal cascs, commercial
activities and proceedings in law arc enacted’by the Parliamoent of
Holland and approved by Her Majosty.

, In 1791 the Dutch Wost India Company was liquidated when
its chartor oxpired and its colonics came under the jurisdiction
of tho States Goneral, In 1795 a Fronch army invaded the Nethorlends
and brought the Metherlands and its possessions under Fronch controél.
As a rcsult, the long=-standing treaty between the Dutech and the
British was brokcon and the British attempted to take over the Dutch
colonles in the Caribbean. To provent British scizure, the Fronch
occupied Curacao. In-1801, howevor, the French withdrew their
troops and the British promptly took over. The Troaty of Amions,
in 1802, brought ahout tho restoration of the Dutch colonies, hut

. when the Napoleonie Vars started in 1803, the Dutch colonics

capitulated onc by onc to tho strong British foreces. Napoloon!'s
bloody campaign finally came to an end, and thé¢ Dutech Islands were
again restorcd to Holland by the Pocaco of Paris and the London
Convention in 1814. Thus, after scveoral docades of turmoil, during
which tho Dutch Islands in tho Caribboan wore shifted back and
forth among the Dutch, 3ritish and Fronch,’ the political Geography
of the West Indian Islands was cstablished in its prescont form.

On Aruba, the Dutech Government is officilally headed by -
the Licutenant Governor. Both the Governor and the Licutonant
Governor are appointed by Hor Ilajesty and approvoed by Parlisment.,
They rcmain in office until some valid reason makes necessary thoir
removal, Until 1796, the governmontal offices were located on
Cemmander's Bay, now designated as Sabancta, where .a break in tho
coral roof along the southern shore provided a safe harbor for tho
salling vossels of that day.

Mcanwhile a villago had hoen growing stcadily necar
Paardenbaal (Horsos 3ay) or what is known today as Oranjestad.
Situatcd north of the prescnt town, the village was named "Playa."
In 1798, Governor J. R. Lauffer moved his office from Sebanota to
Playa. Shortly therocafter Fort William IIT was bullt to defond tho
towns on the island. In 1830, whilc on an inspcection tour tho

. Govornor of Curacao changed the name of Playa to "OranjostadM
(Orange City) in honor of the Royal Housc of Orange in Holland.,
Since that time Oranjostad has been the Capital of Aruba and all
government offices are houscd there in a Huilding known as tho
Council Houso.,
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In Aruda, -the government 1s administered »y a Council of
Police consisting of thoe Licutonant Govornor and 2 members who are
clceted by the local residents. .This Council makes the local laws
which arc printed in Dutch and executed by the Dutch Policec. Its
acts are also subjoet to the supervision of the Attorney General
at Curacao. Formerly tho Police Forco consisted of Military Police
who were first appointed in 1928; of Civil Police appointed in 1930;
and of Rural Polico. The Military Police, after a pcriod of train-
ing in Holland where thoy werc rosidents took charge of traffic
and fire law violations and were rcsponsible for the genocral good
conduct of all citizeons.. In cases requiring criminal investigations,
the Civil rather than tho Military Police had jurisdiction. They
likcwise superviscd immigration activitics, the loading and landing
of boats and passengors, the checking of bars and rostaurants and
all similar functions. Tochnically the Rural Police were not mom=
bers of tho Pollece Forece hut rather wore guardians of the Peacc in
country districts., It was thoir duty to seec that all land leascs
and concessions werc properly foncod so that all cattle wore confinod
and that the law and order of the island was rospected and oboyed.
Recently tho Police Force has been rcorganized and the threo corps
(Military, Civil, and Rural) have been incorporatcd into the Police
DJepartment undor the direction of a police commissioner, The Lago
Oil and Trensport Company also has a police or guard forcc whosc
solc duty it 1s to proteet the property of the refinery and tho. . -
pcacc of thosc rosiding within the concession. Gonerally speaking
today there is very little thiovery . on the island and murdoers are
infrocquent. ,

» . To oxpodite its government, the island is divided into
four soctions which aro subdivided into cight districts. The first
provincse, Playa includes thoe Capital, Oranjeéstad, and tho south-
western end of the 1sland including the concession:of tho Bagle 01l
Company. Thc sgcond provinco includes cxtrome woestorn end and such
places as Noord, %gstpunt, and Arashi wore the lighthousc is locatced.
In the third district arc Santa Cruz necar Hooiberg, and Balashi,
Samancta and San Nicolas arc the principal towns of the fourth
provincc which extends to the concession of the Lago 0il and Trans-
port Company. Every housc on the island has its owm numbder, viz.,
242-D4, tho last two characters indicating the district in which it
is located. |

While somc lend is privatoly owned &8s a result of conccs=-
sions grantcd many ycars ago, thc Government owns all the rest
including that located within 200 yards of the shorc. This land is
in turn lcascd to land holdors who must define the boundaries of
their lcases by crccting wirc, stonc or cactus foneces. Thus onc
may scc¢ fences, usually of stonc, running up and down tho sides of
the hills and into many scominzly inaccessible places. The rental
varics according to the sizc and fortility of the land that has
been loascds In some cascs a leasc may carry a rental feo of as
low as Fls. 20,00 por ycar. On these leascs, peoplc may Hulld their
homes, tho architccturc of which must conform to certain standards,
and raisc what enimals and vegetation the soil 1s capable of sus-
t&iniﬁdo l

Until 1-tc in the 19th century, most of the people on
Aruba werc so poor that they had to be supported in part by governe
ment grants. With the coming of the aloc, mining,and oil industries,

—



il -

oconomic conditions wore greatly improved. It was then found
advisable to inauguratc a systom of taxation which includeo:s, at tho
present, Income, Lend and Furniturc Taxcs., Although in many cases
the tax rates ars low, the older residents will objoct to Maying
thom.

¥ Among other governmcéntal activitics is the maintunance of
tho monotary systom. Por many years, Spanish coins were utced
almost cxclusively end the Peso of T“i{;,hL (Picces of Eight), having
a voluc of 8 Realcs was tho standard monctary unit of the ..sland.
Duoc ‘to, 2 shortage of silver coin, in 1796 the Governor of Cuiracao
ordcrod thesc Picces of Tight quarterod with cach gquartcer hevinb a
aluoc of 2 Realcs, Another unit callecd the "Goldon Dounloon' with
a value of twonty four Pleceos of Eight was introduced in 1800,
The "Golden Johancssoen® having a value of 90 Recalgs or 11.25 Pleces
of Eight was also uscd. Its woight in purc gold was scect at twonty
two carnts. About 1825, the Spanish coins werc convorted into
Duteh Florin, which has at presont a value of about 54¢ in American
moncy, bocame tho bHasls of orchange. In rocent years, the florin
has oen more commonly known as o “guldon" the word Lsually heing
- pronouncod Touilder®, Tho metal coinage includos tho penny, tho
2% piloco, tho dime, tho quarter, the silver guilder and tho 2%
ﬁuildor picco Uhlcn csomblos thw Armorican silvor dollar in sizc,
Tho peper.currcncy is printed 'in wnits of 1, 23, 5, 10, 25, 50, and
100 guilder notcs.
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S to 10 children so that the smallest arc often allowed to play in
the nude to holp alleviate the clothing situation and cut down
living expenscs.

Mombers of the average Arubhan family are gencrally vory
shy until you have won their fricndship. The womcn and children
stay close at homec cxeept when shopping or attending church. It
1s the younger gonoration that gives ovidence of rapidly requiring
modorn habits of dress, spcech and conduct. Vhen the nativoe Arudan
youth 1s dressed in o white linen suit with his long curly hair
woll oiled, he makes gquite a handsome figure. These young mon like
to dance and sing and arce not greatly differont from their fellows
in othor corners of the earth. Tho most noticcable trend toward
modornity is noticed zmong thce young marriod women., Many of tho
girls have a boauty of their own and are light in comploxion. They
1liko to wear brightly colored silks and satins and to perch their:
tiny hats on smoothly combed trcsses in tho approved modorn fashion.

Bocausc thoy live so closc to nature and in so much fresh
air and sunshino, therc is not a great dc:l of 1illness among the
Arudans although 1t is reported that casos of tuberculosis arc
increasing. The mortality among children is rather high. Sudden
climatic changes have a very noticcable effect on the hoalth of the
nativos, With most of thom using only breckish water for cooking,
drinking and laundry purposcs, distilled wator costing as much as
75¢ Dutch a 5 gallon tin, onc might think discasce would He wmore
prevalont. - In ono scason whon tho rainfall was excoptionally heavy,
there wero 3 timos s many doaths as in thoe dricr scasons. The
doctors on the island are well sducatod and cquipped, and witcheraft
and other forms of faith hoaliny arc not widely practiced. The
Catholic Hospital at Oranjestad is quite large and cquipped with
modorn apparatus and with the hospital maintained ny the Lago 01l
& Transport Co., the island has oxcellent medical sorvica.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Native Arubhans

The native Aruban has features which indicate an Indian
ancostry minglod with Spanish, Portugucsc and Negro blood. Philip
Hiss In his book "Nethcrlands Amcrica® states, "The Coensus of 1816
showed thoroc werc 564 purc blooded Indians on Aruba. 3ut today,
of the original population, neithor purc Indian nor pure negro
stock oxists. Thoro has boen a fusion of tho two racial strains and
it would bo impossible to say which has absorbed the other, for tho
Indian Influcnce is here stronzer then in the other Dutch Islands.”
The males are rather short in stature, dark bronzc brown in complex=-
tion and agile as a cat whon the occasion demands it. His hair is
black and curly and usually plastoroed to the head with hair oil or
pomadc, Usually he 15 clecan shaven although heards are sometimes
sgen. . Ho 1s a quict, clannish sort of porson when not among his
own pcople but he likes to sing, dance and play musical instruments,
usually guitars and accordians, at an Aruban wodding fiesta. The
hot troplcal climatc has hardonod his skin to wind, sand and hot
rocks, for gonerally he is scantily clad and seldom wears morc than
lcather solcd sandals on his baro feot. Only on Sunday doce he
dress up in more modern attire and condcscend to wear his shocs.
Thosc Arubans who have risen above the laboring class, of course,
dross in tho same mamner as other husinoss mon. Crowds of native
Arubans roturning from their early Sunday morning masscs closoly
rosomble the average American congrogation so far as neatnoss in
appocarance and color in wearing apparcl is concerncd.

Considering the hot devitalizingz ycar around climate of
the island which is alleviatod only by constantly blowing trado
winds, the native Aruban is a fairly oenergotic worker who until
roecent ycars was contont so long as ho had sufficient food, clothing
and shelter to make life comfortadblec. Now that he carns highor
wages, ho has buillt more permancont and comfortabdle homes, bought
now automobiles and other modern convenionces; still therc is
nothing that he probably cnjoys more than his noonday slesta, his
bottle of rum and the chance to show his skill in tho anciont game
of dicc. Whon the men arc working in groups they are constantly
chattering with cach othor in Papliamento and at times gosticulating
80 vigorously that ono would think that a brawl worc in progress.

The older Aruban woman is heavy-set and solidly built.
Hoer complexion is also quite dark and her facc is rathor plain.
Some arc occasionally sccn smoking a cheroot while walking nlong
the strocts of Oranjcstad or San Nicolaas on thcir shopping tours.
Usually sho is dressed in a plain "™Mother Hubbard" stylc calico
dross and woars lcather soled sandals on hor stockingless foct,
Othor young Aruban marricd women erc attired in white or colorecd
drcsscs of a more modern typec. Whon in mourning,: all womcn drcss
in black, woaring long black woolcon shawls ovor their heads and
completing the costume with black oxfords and stockings. Even in
the older typce of homes the average Aruban houscwifc appecars to
keep her home as clean as circumstances will pecrmit and to tgke
good carc of her family's ncods and wants. Usually tho family has
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CHAPTER PFIVE
Aruban Culturec

Duc to the cosmopolitan composition of the population of
tho ABC islands, it is only natural that the native dialect, ,
Paplamocnto, should reflect the influence of many languages; Indian,
African, Spanish, Portuguesc, English, French, Dutch, and American,
Howecver, as a result of tho short distancc botweon the islands and
Venczuela, the effcocct of the Spanish language 1s more pronouncod.
The Paplamonto spoken in Aruba differs from that of Curacao in
that it contains a largoer percentage of Indian and American words.
Duteh is tho official language in both civil and military circles
out Spanish and English arc also spoken to a large extont. Most
officials and busincssmen are able to converse freely in all of
the above-mentioncd languages. |

Dutch, English, and Spanish arc taught in the schools,
but Papiamonto remains the language that is commonly used during
the out-of=school hours, The Dutch Govermment maintains scveral
largo schools 1In San Nicolaas and Oranjostad whore pupils may com-
plecte the cquivalent of a Junior High School Coursc. Government
subsidizod parochial schools arc located at Oranjcstad, San Nicolaas,
Sabancta, Santa Cruz, and Noord and are opeoratod in conjunction with
the Cathollc churches at those locations. The Lago 0il & Transport
Co., Ltd. opcrates an American school within its concossion to pro-
viic a hizh school cducation comparablc to that available in the
United Statcse. The goneral curriculum of thoe Duteh schools is
similar to that prevalont in Europc. No colleges or wuniversitics
have hcen ostablished on Aruba, and it is the common practice of
parcnts who are financially able to send thoir children to Curacao,
Holland or thc¢ United States for further education.

Although many of the carlicr omigrants to. Aruha were of
the Cathollc faith, orgenizcd worship was not permitted on the
island fér meny ycars. When missions were ostablished Catholicism
sprcad rapidly untll today it has thc greatest following. The
grcator numbor of the pricsts are from Holland, and they aro their
prcdocossors have cstablished congrogations and constructed churches
at Oranjcstad, San Nicolaas, Sabancta, Santa Cruz, Noord and
Tenkilocondert. Tho architccture, intorilors, and equipment of these
churches comparc favorably with those anywherc in the world,

The oldcst and largest Protostant movement in Aruba
conters around the Dutch Reformed Church (ciraca. 1855) in Oranjestad.
The servicos aro conducted in the Dutch language and aro attended
by the grcater number of the Dutch nationals and officials.
Smallor congregations of tho same denomination moct at Picdra Plat
and San Nicolacs. The pastor of thosc churcheos can bho considcred
to be a salaricd omployoc of the Dutch Government and as such holds
an cstablishced position in the government. ,

The Vesleyan lethodist Church in San Nicolaas serves tho
nogro population primarily, although Arubans, Spaniards, Bast
Indians, and soveral other nationalitios arc rcprosented in its
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membership. This organization uses the Angllican liturgy; the ser-
vicos are conducted in English, and the pastors are invariahbly
English missionarics. . Small Seventh Day Adventist and Pentoecostal
congrogations arc also active in San Nicolams, Although quite a
numbor of Jowish familles live on the island, thore is no rogularly
constituted congregation or synagoguc.

The religious activitics of the Amoricans on Aruba arc
primarily centered around the Community Church in the Lago Concos-
sion. Soervices arc intecrdonominational, and the church is opérated
ond maintained by an assoclation composed of Lago employces.

Courtship customs among native Arubans today are vory
similar to thosu found in the States. Courtships begin at an
carly age but marriages do not genorally occur until both partics
arc at lomst elghtoon ycars old. Some years ago, courtshins had
to bo carricd on under the scrutinizing eyes of mombers of the
girlts famlly. Until the engagoment was announcod cither a parcent
or some older mcmbdor of tho family had to be proscnt during all
calls and accompany thce couple to all public functions. In tho
coursc of a fow wocks, the suitor had to declare his intontions to
marry or ask rclcasc from furthor attondancc upon the young ladye..
If all concorned were egreccable tho ongagemont was announced and
often scalcd with a ring. The courtship could then continue with-
out molostation. Today this custom is rapidly dying & natural death.

Soveral wooks before the chosen wodding date, the couplo
appcars at thoe O0ffico of Civil Zstato in Oranjestad to ask permis-
sion to marry. If onc or both of the partics arc of Dutch descont,
the consent of tho parcnts is required unless the men and woman
are over 30 yoars old., If the couple are not Dutch citizons, the
marriago laws of their own country provell., If permission to marry
1s grantced, banns arce announced by the bride's pastor or priocst.

No dowry or other conditions interferc with wedding plans although
the bride's father may pointedly suggest that tho new son-in-law
have a homce under construction if onc is not alrecady complotod.

In the coursc of jears mecmbors of Dutch and Aruban familics have
inter-maricd mut generally spoaking the Arubans tend to marry within
their own group.

On thce day of the wedding, the bride carcfully drossocs
herscl” in a white gown with a long white veil falling over hor
ghouldors. "She wcars whito gloves and usually carrios a bHougquot,
She may Do attended 1f tho wedding 1s a large affalr and usually it
18. At tho proper time she is mcet by the groom who 1s drossed in
Dlack with black shoos, white tioc and white gloves, The civil
marriego is performed, gencrally on Thursdey mornings, in the Office
of Civil Estatec and sealcd by o ring and the shaking of hands,

Then in the late afternoon, tho rcligious rites are rcad in the
local church. The wedding perty then retires to the bride's home
for » ficsta which is chareoterlzed by feasting, drinking, music
end dancing. Under cxtecnuating cilrcumstances both the civil and
rolizious rites may ¢ said in a homec.,

After the marriegc fecast has onded, it is a custom among
Arubans that thce bride continuc to live alone with paronts if the
husband has Heon unable to socurc or provide a homc. Divorces are
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few in. the case of infidclity or 1ncompttﬂ3111t"- cach indiv-idual

is expcected td air his or hor gricvances beforc his pastor ¢r priocst

who makcs cvory offort to effoct a roconciliation., When his offorts .
fail, he thon rocoamunds that tho local government grant the couplo

a divorco. |

Dgath 1s a tragedy no matter whon or where it occur’s,
but in a native Aruban homc, it 1s still morc catastrophlc hHutause
lifo.at all times is a struzgle for oxistonce dand happiness.,
Infant mortulity is rather high and in the caso of an infant's
death, there is roal grief in the family After a bricf cercmony,
the tiny casket is carriod by four mon:soluotcd Dy the fa mily from
the homs to the church and cormetory. The proco¢sion i1s led Dy a
group of young girls dressed in whitc and carrying candlcs and

flowers, They in turn arc followed by a group of hoys and tho
femily. To witness the slow progress of onc of thcso processions
ls indced a touching sight.

All Hurials on Aruba must bo made within 24 hours after
death occurs 31nco no hodles are cmbalmeds AS soon as death occurs,
the local undortaker is called and with the family and its pastor
or pricst scrvicos aro arrenged. Two or morc porsons arc appointed
to go from housc to housc ﬂnnouncing the time of the funeral since
it cannot »e announced in time b the daily nowspapcr. All old
clothing of thc deccased including the bedding is removed from the
premiscs and burried or burncd. Tho corpsc is dressed in a complete
nocw outfit, usually of black color. A wako or watch is kopt with
a liboral quantity of liquid refroshmoents aiding the watchers to .
romain awako. If tho decoascd has dicd in Christian faith, a short
praycer scrvice 1s held in the home, then the procession to the church
nogins. Tho caskot i1s noveor oponcd after it leaves tho homc, Other
customs arc similar to these followed clscwhiere including the
tolling of the church bell as the prococssion noars the church,.

~ Cometarics are within a fow rods of the church and hcre

ne remeins arc interred in graves of the usual depth. Sometimos
cftor a yoar or so, the body may %e disintorrod to bo placed in a
family vault which 1s Hullt in the shope of a small chapel or house
of coment and nativo stonec. Zach grave has a cross and is
frequently deocoratcd with vasos and wroaths of natural and artifi-
cial flowors. Formerly ccmotorics wore dividod into two scections,
he smaller portion being rescrvod for thosc who dicd outside
church memborship. Today, such a porson may be buricd in a public
grounds maintaincd by the governmont., Aftoer burial is comnleted,
a fiosta 1s wsually nuld at the home of the decocascd. A poriod of
mourning which lasts from one to two yoars begins immcdiately.
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CHAPTER SIX
Forolgn Rosidonts

In a sensc all residents on Aruda have boen forcigners,
for oven the Arawak and Carib Indians prcsumebly found no one
living on tho island when thoy arrived, Sincc that distant dato,
pcoplo from all points of the compass have arrived to make thair
homes so that at lcast forty five differont nationalitios aro
rcproscnted. Those for the most part live togothor in a domocratic
spirit of toleration and fricndliness. Phillip Grecon, in his hook,
"Our Latin kmorican Neighbors", seys that thoro is a greator doaroo
of racial tolorance in Latin Amcrica than can ho found in the rost
of t ho world. Thc spirit of hospitallty and mutual co-operation
prevailing on Aruba appears to substantiatec his statoment.

3ccausc therc are no historical rocords, it is difficult
to say how and whon the first groups of settl.rs came to Aruba, It
would appear that the first whito mon to consilder settling on the
1sland wore Hollanders and Spanish and Portugucs Jows. A1l of thoso
were scarching for profitable trading locations and many of them
found orospority on Curacao and Arubn. Doscoendants of thosc early
familles arc still living on the Ilsland and still finding 1t profi=-
table to do so. According to figurocs rolsascd by the Central
Surcau of Population Rogistration, tho total populqtion of Arubsa
in, 1943, was around 36,000 pcrsons, not including; American troops
utationod horce at that timu.- '

Boing descondants of the original inhabitants, the native
Arubans mako up tho largor half of the population. Tho Dutch is

-~ the noxt largost ond sincc 1634 theso thrifty pcople havo contri-

buted much to the 1sland's progreoss and developmont., Thoy still
continuc to control the finencial, commorclal and utility intercsts
that arc locatecd outsido tho rofincry conccssions. The operation
of the gold and phosphatc mincs servod to bring many familics of
Inglish oxtraction to the island and not a fow of tho crows on .the
prosont "lakors" ars English. Today Polish, German, Iungarian and
Mrecnch Jows are tow found among tho rofugocs who havo-decidod to
sgttle at lcast soml-permancntly in Aruba. Othor nationalities
including Venczuolans, Spaniards, Portugucs, Chinesc¢ and many other
pcoplos havo smallor roprcsontqtions wut all have worled togcthur
in a cooporative spirit to make tho 1sland what it is today. At
the prescent thoro arc approximately 5,000 nogrocs livin. on the
island. lost of thesc havc come in from St. liartin, Barbados, Saba
and other Caribhean islands to find omploymont in the local
refincrics. o

£11 persons who como to Aruba to rcmain for any lcongth of
time must not only B¢ gailnfully employed but they must also doposit
with the Dutch authoritiocs sufficicnt funds to guaranteoc their
transportation hack to the placc from whonee they camc. Aftor
living on tho 1island for a poriod of five ycars, an _immigrant mey
make appliceotion for permancnt citlzanship. As cn e¢vidcencc of good
faith, a foo of at loqut Fls., 200. is rcquircd which dcposit is
roturnod if tho application is disapproved. If the citizonship is
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grantcd, the total foc, thon bocomcs aporoximately 10% of the appli- .
cant's net incomc during the poriod ho- has lived in Aruba. Those
restrictions guarantcc that thosc who bocornge citizeons shall not

Degome public charges. & ' . |

" * ST
?

! - SInce the Capitel of the. Dutch govornment was located in
Orenjested, it wa# only naturzl that most of tho Duteh peoplc would
scttle thore,. Thoy have huilt BHeautiful Homos and: churchos and
opcncd busincss ostablishments which may have nany conpections with
other countrics. ' Many have grown wealthy in the process but ‘
gonorally -spoaking the Dutch have bosn reasonably fair and progros-
sive in their governfiont and commerco on the island., Oranjestad is
now a modorn -city with hard surfaccd strocts, a modern ‘water and
cloctrical systom, two hanks, a cinema, hotels, cablo offico, markect
ond many othor up-to-datc utilities.

)
L

A Once tho leoading town on the: island was Sabancta but with
NG opening. of tho harbors. ot Oranjcstad and Sen Nicolaas, 1t
becamu purcly a residontial village witha large Catholic church and
school and a fow stores and soveral bars. Bocausc of the traffic
which ecntors ‘around the harbor and:rofinory,” Scn Nicolas is the.
trading Tocus of the island. A majority of the storcs are controllcd
by Jowish morchants although Chincsc, East Indians, and othor
natlonalitilcs ar¢ also rcprcsontod.'.San Nicolaas also has 1t waber
systom, two cincmas, e United Séamen Sorvieg tontor, post of fice, i
policc station, churchcs, schools and dthor public facilities. = .- .
Whilc once Santa Cruz cnjoyed prosperity wocause of it proximity to
the gold .smelter at Balashi and its location on. the road.botwoon .
San Nicholaas and Oranjcstad, it makos no pretensc of being a busi-
ncss town today. .- The largo Catholic Church and school arc the '
centor of its cultural 1ifo. While the Lago Colony has no.  busincss
cstablishmonts othor than’its Commissary and Club, it may b¢ con-
sidered o town ond-is so descrised ‘in another chapter.

Although 1n Son Nicoleas, many storcs and homes are built
along typlecel.lLa¥in Amorican Stylcs, homes in Oranjostad and noarby
country. districts arc primerily Dutch in design. lost of the
San Nicolars morchants live in ‘Orenjosted and. have .built thoir homes
thoro. Constructcd of cement, onc story in hoisht and modernistic
in dosign, thoy arc cquipped with 1l up-to-datc convenioncos. . .
Thoy "arc.particularly fircproof sincc ths floors arc 6f hoautifully
arranged tiles or of colored conercte and thore  arc no furnaces,
hcating stoves-op ficoplacos to crecato fire hazards. . Ths windows -
cnd doors do. not, nocd. to e glassced or seroenod becausc thoro arc

very fow flics, mosquitos and othér posts on Arubo.

Homes of less afflucnt poople in Oranjostad and San Nicolas
arc built in plain rectangular fashion of cement with red tile roofs
or aroc. of Wwoodcn construction with tin.roofs, .lMany of thcse homos
arc wircd with cluoetriciby ond supplicd with running wator, moking
thom guitc comfortahlc. Only the- framoc houses, thickly clustored on
somc strocts, meke ‘onc wonder what- would happon once a disastcrous
firc got undor .way. Those -of coursge- arc ocecuplod by poorer pcople
and- sanitary. conditions arc not the host. Whon one ncars the.island
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by boat or air, his attontion is at once attracted to the low squarec
brilliantly colored houses scattered over the landscapc. Those
follow tho Dutch stylo, are constructed of concrote block and plasten
and have roofs of red tilec or tin shceting.

One nover finds two houscus standing sidc by side painted
in the samc color scheme, nor docs he find any housc¢ with doors
facing the northcast winds. Each housc has its own coloring,
apparontly tho more brilliant tho moro satisfying, and tho corners,
from caves to foundation, arec ofton decorated with strips contain-
ing various designs said to havo come down from thc original Indian
inhabitants but no one scems to ho able to intorpret thelr signi-
ficance. Whillc thesc homes have no modorn plumbing, many aro
lighted with clectricity supplied by "windmill" gonorators which
can always bo operated by the nover failing winds, Theso homes are
kept cloan and tho whito plastorcd walls arc simply doccorated with
recliglious plcturcs. Ono 1s surprisod to come upon woll kopt homes
on almost impassiblo roads far back in the hills showing that thoir
owners havoe great pridc 1n their propcerties.

Naturally the first homes on Aruba weroc not well con-
gtructod and fow remain to show what Improvoments living on the
island has made in rocent ycarse Tho old Aruban housc was madc out
of a frame work of branches and boughs interlaccd with twigs. On
this, mud mixed with grass and stroaw was plastorcd and soon hardencd
into rick-like walls undcer the tropicel sun. The roofs werc con=-
structed in the samc wmenner. Tho housc was scldom moro than 12 or
15 feot long My porhaps 8 to 12 foot wido, and a tall man would ™gc

ablc to roach the ridgepole without much stretching. At onc end
was the fircplacc and ovon with 1ts squatty, squarc chimmoey on tho
outsidoe. Such houscs hald dirt floors and a lcan-to protect the
grain or to shelter thc patient donkey if the family owned onc.
These housas erce rapldly disappcaring and the Dutch governmont docs
not pecrmit additlonal ones to Ho bDullt, In anothcr score of yoars,
the homes on Aruba will be among the noatest, clocancst and most .

“modern to bo found in any of the tropical countrlcs of Latin Amorica.
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‘Climatc and Vegotation:

Whilo the islend is located adout 12° north of the cquator,

it is frco of much of the lanquid sultrincss of tho tropics. It

has no deep soils, lush forcsts or densc jungle growths to catch
and hold the scanty rainfall, Constantly blowing trade winds drive
awey fogs and dostructive storms. Tho temporature varics less than
ten degrees from month to month, the average heing a»out 85 degross.
Tho nights arc usually cool cnough for comfortable slocping and,
during full moon, suflicicnt. 1light to road or soc groat distanccs.
It is said that tho coolest nights arc during full moon cyclcs.

The clouds, miles long with a straight cdgo undorside arc oxception-
ally boautiful both day and night. During most of the year the
bright pointes of the "Southorn Cross" and other constollations arc
caslly scen. Sunrises and sunscts aro beyond description, rain-
bows werc ncver wmore complgte or boautiful, and dawn and twilight
arc matters of morwnts rathcr than of hours.

Boyond all doubt Arubats climatc is abdout tho most
onjoyadlo of all the 1slands in the Caribhean. 3cing tropilcal,
the island has its wet .and dry scasons. The wet scason Hogins
a’dout mid-September, rcaches its climax in Novembor whon as much as
5" may fall, and thon c¢nds in January. Othor months of thec Joar
have a very scanty fall, the loast amount falling in March and April.
The average yearly rainfall is 15" although it has varicd from 8V
to 27" in a singlc docado. During the wet scason, short hoavy
showors arc numorous and somebimos scem to fall out of the smallest
of clouds, Although storms may bo scen passing over tho Venezuclan
mainland to the south and over tho Caridbcan to the north, very fow
storms of any dostructive force have visited Aruba. However in
1932, a three day storm in which a wind of hurricane velocity,
blowing opposito to the usual dircction, hovered ovor the island.
Eloctric lincs were blown down,circults werec shorted and many homes
drenchod by the downpour. Nonc of tho life=-long residents of the
island could oveor romembor o storm of like Intensity. In the fall
of 1937 a watcerspout whirlod its way across the island in 15 minutcs
time uprooting fonces and gardens, wronching many garages from their
foundations and causing damage to othor obstacles in its path.
Somctimecs the trade winds which »low stronsly during nino months of
the yoar will roverso their provailing dircction from cast to west
and almost suffocate the Lago Colony by fumcs and smokc from tho
rofincrs Thoso winds have an averagce volocity of 15 miles per
hour and through thc yecars have carved many of the limo stonc rocks
into fantastic shapcs, - ’

A8 prcviously indicated, soll of any depth is scarce on
tho island's surfacc. Howover decausc of thu perfect drainage
offorcd by i1ts porpendicular coral undorlay, what soil cxists is
woll aorated and vogetation grows rapidly whon the cooling showers
break the hot sunshinc. If thoe rainfall were more jeneral during
the yoar, Aruba would blossom as an island paradise. As it is,
without cultivation and fertilization, the soil readily grows
cactus, aloes, sissal, various woods, thistlcs and shrubs and divye
divy trcos. The divy-divy troc always attracts attention becausec
of thc peculiar bent over or hunchback shapc it assumces whon not
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sheltered from .the winds. An exccllent dyc can be mado from its
bark and wood and & distillation of it berries, which look liko
yellow thorn apples, ylelds a very good oxtract., 3Being extrcemoly
hard in texture, divy wood can he carved into cancs and other
noveltics and carrics a lasting lustor whon highly polished.

Although tho trec cactus torturcs becast and man with its
ncedle pointed spikos, natives have found 1t useful for making
foncess On wash days when wet clothes arce hung on such a fence,
thore 1s vory little dangor of the wind blowing it away. Unlike
the divy trce, the cactus will grow croct somctimes rcaching a height
of twonty fect. It carries many branches which boar pricklish
purplc pcars in mid-summer. Somctimes in a particularly dry yoar
whon other vegetation is extromcly scarce, goats will knock over
and paw a cactus until its spikeos aro crushod and thoy can makc a
moal of tho rest of the stalk. One of tho other species is the
melon shapced cactus whose blossoms look like purple topknots. One
ofton wondors how these cacti can grow so profuscly on rocks wheroe
thoro is no soil visible and the hot sun quickly cvaporatcs whatover
molsturc may fall,

3 Lookling somowhat like a contury plant, huge sissal plants
with their long broad, sharp tipped leoaves griowing in cluster form
arc also plontiful whorce there is sufficiont soil to sustain their
growth. In midsurmer, large stoms, which may rcach a hoight of 12
fecet or moro, grow from tnc conter of the cluster and boar yollow
flowcrs, no fibers of tho sisal ‘lcaf can be uscd for the making
of rope or for the weaving of course colorod mats and rugs .

Cococut and date palm troos grow profuscly on tho beaches
and along tho beds of stroams. Soveral very boautiful groves may
be found at different placcs, thoe finost of thom being on the grounds
of the Aruba Country Club. Tho coconuts are of an inferior grade
and no attompt is mado toz row them on a commercial scale. Along
tho southern shorc end on the rocf onc finds a spocies of mangrove
which d&ho natives call "watapani® growing denscly onough to form a
veritable junglo in somc placaes, '

| Among the fruits that can be grown on the island are
oranges, tangerlinos, limes, grapcfrult, papaya, cinnamon apploes,
é¢nd bananas but duc to the lack of soil and sufficicent rainfall no
attompt 1s mede to grow sufficient fruit for markoting purposcs,
most of 1t coming in from the mainland of South America. At onc
timo poanuts werc grown in large quantitics but now it is choapor
to import thom. A4 fow cashew trces may bo found bHut othor nub
voaring trecs arc very scldom scon, The natives also grow a maizo
or "kaffir corn® which in good seasons provides grain for cooking
purposos atd for feoding of cattlc.

3ecouse thoy arc casioer  to cultivate, flowers aro exten-

sively grown in both town and country. Almost every housc has its
own individual gardon. Sowmctimcs porches on the second floor are
convorted into boautiful flower gardons whero noonday sicstas and
soclzl partics may be onjoycd. Lmong the flowers shrubs cultivated
arc¢ orchids, gardenias, hibiscus, roscs, honoysuckle, oloander,
bougalnvilloa, Spanish moss, poinciana, croton, magdalenas, zinnias,

begonias, cassias, acacia, wabls, poinscttias and many othors.
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The list seoms to be limited only by the space cnd soil avallabloe
and the paticnce and poerscverance of the gardencr. Vegetablcs

such a8 tomatoos, okra, radishcs, red boets, wator-meclons, cclery,
pumpking, cucumhor% of tha gherklnu type, and many others will grow,
but stldom in sufficiont quantitics to make the growing onjoyable
and profitablc,

~ Vihile birds of beautiful plumage =rc to be found, the
bird population is not what onc would oxpcct it to he on a tropical
island. Their absoncc 1s probably duec to tho scarcity of soll which
In turn mhkos for a lack . of insccts and worms on which thce birds
might feoed.'' Most prolific are the wild parakeots commonly known
2s "ki-ki" or as "lovo birds", chuchubis, and a biue foathorod bird
which closcly roscmbloes the Americen bHluejay.  One may also find
Vonoézuolan OPlOlOS wild canarics and trouplals which arc bril-
liantly colorod, Tho chickon hawk, thc toucan which may e mistaken
for a hawk, the wild doves called "totolito" and other smell birds
ahound. Along tho southern shorcs one may sec white herons, snipos
and occpsionallv rod flamingoes fishing on thoir long stork 1like
logs, also polic“ns which drop into tho sea 1like a cive homber when
th v have sightod a fish. Among all tho bird 1lifo, ono 1s safe in

q"ino thdt very littlo if any of it is nativo to the island.

Domosticatecd fowl includes tho pigoon, chicken, turkey ond duck.

The roptilc population is likowisc smaller than one would
cxpect. Yoars ago many snakes, rattloc, coral and othor spocices,
wore found on the islend but thesoc havce been practically exter-
minatod. Extromoly prolific however is the small lizard of the
salamander and chamcloon type which is to be found everywhorc.

They arc harmless and catch many insccts that would otherwise plaguc
the local residents, . In o few spots, edible iguana rcaching a
length of from 3 to 5 feot may bo found. Ncxt in prolificacy aro
the contipodos and scorplons. Thelr biltos arec ofton quite painful
and causc lerge swellings, but are not fatal., Generally speaking
the 1sland 1s a very safe placo to 1live so far as polsonous rcp-
tiles arc concorncd. -

Meny kinds of tropical fish arc to be found in the sca
ranging in size from the tiny guppy and sca horsc to the glant rays,
sharks, kingfish and barracuda. Sca urchins, starfish, shrimps,
shell and coral 1life, 211 arc likewisc prolific. Rock lohstor or
crayfish aro caught in limitod quantitics in the lagoons on thoe
south shore, and an odiblo spccies of sca turtlec is frequontly
ncttod by thc locnl fishermcn. Most of the fish caught locelly arc
"rod snappers' which are con81durod the host tautinu. t'hile the
local flShTH* flcct is not larse as 1t once was, fishing continues
to he a favorito pastime anmong rich and poor alikc. Loc“l rarkcts
arc kopt fairly well suppnlicd bv edditional cargocs brousht in by
schooners from thc coast of Vonuzu lo

Nonc of tho animal . 1ifo scon on the island today appcars
to be native to it. llost numerous arc the helf wild "Caorctta"
goats and sheep which foragc tho island in herds of from 20 to 50
hcad. Onc wonders how they find cnou_h to cat on such barrcn place
but most of thom scom quite wcll fod. The donko cys found on tho
1sland arc desccndents of thosc brought horc for the mining indus-
trics or shipped over from tho mainland. Thoy carry hecavy burdons
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and humen boings and scom to got along vory well on a diet of wiry
grass and kaffir corn foddor and grain, Although most travelllng is
by bus or private car, thc paticnt donkey will providc transporta-
tion for many yecars to come for those who live in the morc inaccos=-
sinle points of thoe island. A fow horsos and cows mey bo found dut
thoy aroe almost curiositics. A runty varicty of rabbit appears to
he tho only wild mammal encountered,



- 2D
CHAPTER EIGHT
Island Transportation

In the days of the Araweks ond.Caribs and for many yoars
thoeroaftor, the only mocans of transportation from and to tho island
was Dy large canoos and small sailboats. As timo went on thosc
hoats were roplaced by schoonors which maintaincd a sort of schedulo
botwecn Aruba, Curacao and Vonozuclan ports, Thesc wore built withe
out cabin space so that passongers had to spoend all their time on
the opon declk trylng to protoet thomselves from the spray nnd kocp-
ing out of the way of the crow and tackle. At night thoy slept
under the cover of an old sail if a picce could be found. No moeals
were sorved hut a potion called "eawfoe" was sorved cach morning by
o "moss" Dboy. After ono cxpericnco, fow travellors cered to ropoat
tho trip unless it was absolutely noccossary. In thosc days
Sabancta was the port of ontry to the island and lator Oranjostad
succaocded it.

Vhon steamboats hogan to ply the wators of tho sca, small
steamcrs infroquently put in at Paardon Basi at Oranjocstad. Thoso
worc mostly from Holland and England. Lator, as the mining
industrics wore doveloped, the island becamo a rogular port of call
for Rcd "D" and Royal Netherland ships. In 1927 the San Nicolas
harbor was opencd to doop soa traffice although tankors continuod
to offor the chicf moans of transportation botwoen Aruba, the Statos,
and other ports of the world. While thoso tankors wore bullt primo-
rily to transport:-oil,-they carriéd-comfortable staterooms for a
1imitod number of passcngers. It was not until 1938 whon stoamers
of tho "Graco Lino" stopping at Aruda made travel to and from tho
1sland a voyagc of plcasurc ond luxury. Graco Line sorvico was dis-
continued during the war and has not yot becn resumod oxcopt for
sorvico Dy the smaller cargo ve&sols with accomodations comparablo
to those on the o0il tankors.

As soon as travel Wy airplanc became prevalent, casioer
access to tho A3BC islands was in prospcct. As carly as 1932, a
flying ficld was laid out on the outskirts of Son Nicolaas. Later
an ¢xperionccd aviator brouzht a Loonig Amphibian to the island.
With this planc, tho Caribhcan Flying Scrvice was ostablishod and
carricd maill and passcngers hHotwoen Aruba and Curacao for a poriod
of ninc months without mishap, In the fall of 1933, the local
sorvi.o was takon over by tho "Koninglijko Luchtvacrt Meatschappij
N.V.", morec commonly known as "KLI", with hoadquartcers locatcd at
Curacaoes A now landing ficld was laid out and buildings to housoc
tho ticket officc, waiting rooms and othor facilitics were crocted,
It was a Gela occasion whon on Decomber 23, 1933, the first planc,
a Fokkker bullt in 1929 and still in daily service, arrived on
Arube aftor having flown from IIolland via Spain, Africa and South
Amoerica. In svubscquent short years, thoe sorvico was improved and
today the alrlinc provides officicnt transportation to the U.S.
South Amcrica, Europc and many other points.

Tho oldest path of transportation betwoen diffcront points
of the island worc Indian trails which in turn bccamc the rough,
rocky dirt roads that crisscross ths island in fantastic fashion.
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Untll 1950, th¢ principal highway botwoen San Nicolaas to o short
distancc heyond Sabanctr, tho surface was fairly smooth but at that
point tho road turned northward to Dypaess tho Spanish Lagoon. It
wound ite way through the valley to Pronchmen’s Pass ncar Balashi,
thon through tha Pass and-ocastward toward Oranjostad passing
Hoolborg on thd south., It required morc than an hour ‘to makc tho
journcy Wy car if one livoed throuzh the scverc jolting and evon
longor 1f one travelud Dy horsc and PDugsy. ' '

3 In 1930 a pontoon type concrote bridge was built across.
the Logoon moar the dlstillation plant and tho highway was cxtended
to Oranjostad. DNoar tho Lagoon, a modorn concrcto road, tho finost
on the island loads from tho highway to Santa Cruz over tho highor
ground wost of Balashi. With the complction of theso roads, busscs
of thc station wagon typo, taxis and privete cars soon eppcared in
groat numbors and at last local residents could travel gquickly and
comfortably from onc ‘ond of the island to the othor. YWith tho
advont of nioro specedy transportatlon, traffic laws had to ho enacted,
danger signals crected and licenso foes collccted.,

| Tho roads from San Nicolaas to Santa Cruz and Oranjostad
continuc to be the principal roads on the island although morc
rocontly scvoral other surfaced roads have beon constructed ond it
1s now possible to travel comfortadly by car to nearly all parts
" of the islend, Mony unimproved roads romaln; however, those roads
are simply widonod paths over rocks and sullics so that onc gots
1ittlo cnjoymont traovorsing thom in a car. Practically all points
on tho island arc accessible mnking it possible for many native
refincry cmployeas, to live in the country rathor than in the towns.
The streuts of. San Micolans and Oranjostad as woll as thoso of tho
Lago and Eagloc Colonics arc all hard surfacod. ‘ |

A



| CHAPTER NINE
. Aruban Industrics . : .

\ r As narrated in the chapter on Colonization, the first
citizens of Aruba, tho Arawck Indlans, occupicd themsclves with .
forming and fishing. It is doubtful that they cengaged in any com-
necrcial trading becausc their smell boats were not too scaworthy.
Thoy worc succocded by the Caribs who won their livelihood by
Fighting rathor then by trading. Sinco no satisfactory locations
for salt Heds or pearl fisheries woro found on tho island and sinco
there is no record of any slave trading, the chances are that the
pirates worg tho only ones who cngaged in any trading with the
native for many voars.,

From timo to time, howover, cortain explorors who worc
looking for new sources of profit felt that mineral bearing orcs
could bo found on Aruba, Thesc rumors of undiscovered wealth
roached tho officos of tho Wost India Company in Holland and in 1725
Paules Printz, a Norwogion miner, was sont to investigate the possi-
bilitios, Although he was roecallcd to Holland before he had com-
ploted hils survoys, thero are records on file which show that ho
wag convinced that motallic ores woro proscnt., It was not until a
hundred yoars latcr, in June 1825, that gold was actually discoverod.
Tho first findings were alleluvial gold that was washcd from tho
hillsides into the sandy strcambaeds in the ostorn end of the island.
Upon tho announcemont of 1ts discovery, the Governor of Curacno,
accompanied by his aides and bHodyzuard, rcached Aruba on August .
fourth to c¢laim posscssion of the discoverics. Lator at 3alashi,
Seroo Plate and other points on the island primary gold was locatod
in quartz formations. The mining of thosc doposits was a difficult
task bocausc the gold could often he obtainod only by smoltinz. In
only a fow places was gold to »o found in vcins or small pockets.
Mining was profitablc only bocausc native labor was so choap and
casy to obtain. From timc to timc nuggets of gold havs bean found,
the largost of them woighing o 1little more than six Netherland pounds,

From tho timc of its discovery in 1825 to the year 1832,
the Duteh government controllcd tho mining industry on the island,
During thet poriod soveoral hundrcd pounds of purc gold were shipped
hack to Holland. In 1832 the CGovernment relinquished its control
and pormittod anyonc to mino gold. Shortly aftorward, a mining con-
cossion covoring a 40 ycear period was grantcd to L. J. de Long in
The Ilaguc but 1t was concclled in 1866, Then the next yoar 2 con-
ccssion covering 36 yoars was awardod t o Franciscus Isola. This
was not succossful and in 1869 tho conccssion was transfoerred to a
Mcssrs. Rickot & Co., of New York., In 1872 this company sold its
rights to the Aruba Gold Mining Company but thce industry still did
not provc profitablc and the concession was returncd to the Governe-
ment In 1900. For oight ycars, tho industry was at a standstill;
thon iIn 1908, thc¢ Lruba Goud Mecatschappij, o Dutch Company was formcd
end in the first year of its opcration psid a 25% dividend to its
stock holdecrs, Two yoars lator it had paid dividonds amounting to .
over 50% on thc original investments of the stock holders. Under
tho company's "triuuteors system@, the landholders did the mining and
brought tho orc to the smeltor where the mincr wes paid according
to its gold content. Ruins of the larger smclters arc still to he
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seen at -Belashi noar Fronch Pass and at 3ushiribana on thce North
coast whore the huge stonc ruins arc ofton mistakon for an ancicnt
fort. Many parts of the structurc and smelter cquipment at Balashi
arc still thoroe but they arc bolng slowly dostroyed by tho clements,
Gold mining as 2on industry disappcarcd whon the dally wage sceale
maintained by the Dutch Shell Company at Orangestad and the Lago
Company at San Nicolans madc the opcration of the smolters unprofi-
tablo.

Whilo gold was first discoverod in 1825, the prcsencc of
a phosphatc bod was not discovered until 1874 whon J. He Valtor
Grovenhorst uncovorod the phosphate doposits at Punta 3asora, the
cxtromc southoastern point of the island. Sovon ysars lator in
1881, tho "Aruba Phosphato Mij" was orgrnized and in the first 14
years of its operations cxportod moro than 2504000 tons of phosphatc
on which thc oxport duty amounted to two million florins.

As tho mines worc oxtended, the mineral was somctimos
found in lavors up to 20 fcot thick. 4 smnll locomotive capable of
drawing a scorc of cars carricd the phosphate from tho minos over
o narrow guage railway to the loading pilors at San Nicolaas whore
it was shipped to France, Englend ond Americe. From-the yoar 1881
in which the mincs began to oporate to thoir closing in 1909, morc
than 742,250 tons of phosphatc containing on average of 90 to 967
purc phosphoric acid were shipped. As with gold, howover, tho oil
rofinorics cvontually mede phosphate mining unprofitablc and at-
the prosent only .cavos arc lcft to show whoerce the oxcavations woro
mado . | |

Although it dcvelopod concurrontly with tho mining of
gold and phosphate, the aloc industry was the only oho of the three
to survive largely bocausc for many yoars the major part world's
supply of raw aloc gum-was oxported from Aruba to largo pharme-
coutical firms in the States and England to bo further rofined into
"Aloin". As a cathartic ingrediont, it is uncquallcd, for no ‘
othor satisfactory chomical substitutc for it has as yct hacn
discovorcd. The medicinal proportics of the iAloc have hoon known
since tho days of Alcxander the Groat, 333 BJ.C., yct Aruba 1is
practically the only place in the world wherc alocs arc grown on a
commoreinl scalc, It mizht be montioncd incidentally that alocs
roforrcd to in the Biblc was very probably the gum of the caglc=-
trco of India sinco it was usod for perfumc and ®mbalming, Tho
aloc of Aruda certainly would not do for perfume sincc 1t has a
vory pungont garlic odor.. ' | : ‘

There arc 180 knovm spocios . of the. plant Hut only thrceo
produco thoe world's supply of raw cloe gum and 2loin, They are
ericd Capc, Curaceo, &nd Socotrinc, ho Socotrinc varicty grows
on the Island of Socotora off the wost ¢oast of Africa and it was

from this island that the first planta werc brought to Lruba in

the 19th contury by Dutch “icst Indics colonists. In a short time

it was dlscovercd that Lrube had an almost porfect climatc for
rapld propagation with the reosult that Lrubon alocs have the

highost "aloin" content of ony in the world. The gum avoeragoes 18
to, 20% aloin contont os comparod to the 10 to 12% found in varictics
grown clscwhore. Somc aloes aro grown in Curacao, 3Bonaire and
noarby Vonezuala dut, until rocently, /ruba had a virtual monopoly
on the sourcc of the world's supplye.
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To look out over thc aloc ficlds of Lruba onc would assumc
that the long rows of rcgular plants werc the result of carcful
planting but such is not the casc., Once started, the aloc tokes
carc of its own propﬂa*tion with no manual Lssist nce other than
th .t of cutting shrubs; and woods from the ficlds, With just tho

ight amount of tropical sunshine mcllowed Yy the trade winds, the
long cool nights and intermittent showors, the aloo multiplios with
astonishing rupidit

The aloe is a plant that strongly rescmbles o small’ .
contury cactus plant with its stomless cluster of thick, long, sap-
£illcd loaves edgod with saw tcoth,.and a sharp pointed tio. S oo
species rcach a hci sht of from & to 5 feet bBut.on Aruba, duc to tho
annual cuttings, tho avorago plant is from 12 to 16 inchos tall.

Ls the plants flvst start, the locaves arc jrollowish grocn but with
age thoso turn to a dork umoor browvn. If not eut during tho harvest
clustors:of small tubular flowors will grow.on: a spiko which risocs
from the contor .of tho leaf cluster., ThOSu fliowcrs howcver do not
produce socds, roproduction taking place as shoots and runncrs
sprout out at the soill lovel of tho clusters to form ncw plants,

The harvest of the aloc crop bogins in April aefter tho
rainy scason has definitely onded and extends until the harvest is
completed usually someotime in Octoher. The plant 1s harvested by
cutting tho loaves off ncar thc base of the plant with a short
sharp knifo., The cuttor must »o skillful to make the cutting at just
tho right angle to prevent the doath of the plant. Tho lecaves gre
then plecod in long tilted boxes which look like fcecd troughs with
an oponing at the lower oend., Placed in tho trough cut ends down,
the heat of the sun causes the thick georlic smelling juice of the
locaves to drip into the trough oend in turn into a container, usually
a tin can. The rosulting frosh lemon colored sap is thon pourcd
into wooden tubs which are carricd, onc on cach sido, on a donkcy's
back tc a collection shod whoreo it is transferrcd to and stored in
larger drums and vats,

, Yoars ago, the natives cvaporated the weator conteont by
fi1lling shocp and goat skins with the juice and allowing them to
heng in the hot sun until cvaporation was completed. Today this
proccss 18 specdod Dy pouring tho sap into largoe copper cauldrons
of from 40 to 50 gallons capacity, sllmman ofl the refuso, and
hoiling it over a wood firc for 12 to 15 hours. During the boiling,
it 1s constantly stirrod with o long handlod spoon or ladlc. The
residuc bocores pitch black and opaquc. It is them ladlcd into
paper lined Hoxes of uniform size and cooled until it has the con-
sistency of warm ﬂsphalt. The boxes which woigh approximately 125
pounds each aro wrapped in burlap and dclivored to one of the
sevaral warchousecs in Oranjostad where it awaits exportation.

While it is in no scnsc organized Husincss, cabinct mak-
ing may also bo said to be a loeal industry. Whilo the native
Aruban 1is rcputod to bc a poor carpcntor, he is ncevertholess =ao
becautiful worker in woods. Cabinets of 2all kinds arc produced and
painstakingly polishod by hand until they shince with boauty.

Much of the furniturc usod in many homes has boon locally produccd.
Whilo there is vory little workablo tirfoer on the island, the divy-
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divy trod woody which is like tcalkwood in its 1ardness, con he

. carved and polished into beautiful cones, stands and othor orticlos.
Wood for cabinct mcking is us ally importce. from tho Stotcs or near-
by South fmorican countrics whor. mehogany and othur woods aro still
ovtainablec. 45 - :

In addition to thesc industriocs, some nativoes carn &
living »y fishing and raising goats and Dy markoting an oxcollent
tanning cxtract made 9y Dolling the horrics of the divy-divy trceo.
Sore are ongagod in sailing commoditios to and from South America
in soil»oats of various sizc, many of which arc cguipped with
Dicscl ongin.s. 3ecausc of the groat variety of employment to ho
had, 1t 1s saild that no man necds to poor on Arubo,
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CHAPTER TEN
Aruban "Black Gold" g ST S &

Until Fohruary 1942, when German submarincs made their
bricf hut spoctacular attack on the oil refinorics at Lruba, many
millions of pcoplc were unawarc th-t the island was on tho map,
ruch loss thon its dofonce was vital to the succoss of Allicd
transportotion plans,., Without the millions of gallons of high
octane gas, Diescl oils, and othor products that wore axported from
aruban rofincries, the Homhing sortics of the Allicd Air Forccs
might niver have hastoncd the ond of the war. ™"3Ileck GoldW put
Lrude dofinitely on tho map and made 1t one of tho first placas in
the Caribbean arce to Do strongly dofendod.

"3lack gold" cemo to Aruba in a rathor intercsting mannor
since therc arc no naturel oil deposits bencath its surfaco.
Some yoars prior to 1894 large crudo oll doposits woro discovercd
noar San Cristobal in the State of Tachira which lies on tho
cxtromy southern shore of Leko Maracaibo in northern Venczucla.
Hors petroleum flowcl so froely thot 1t could casily 25 collectod
in shallow wclls and scepage pits. Those San Cristobal deposits
word lator discoverod to e only o small part of a huge doposit
that covers an area of morc than 40,000 squarc milcs in tho
Maraceibo Loko Basin. Goologists bolicve this pocket to be one of
the largost over discovercd,

The bhasin itsolf is Doundod on the south and west Dy .
mountains and the lake or lagoon is an almost landlocksd gulf
which drains into the Caribhean throuch Lakc Tnbleozo 2nd tho Gulf
of Venczucla. At its mouth north of Maracaiho, the Zapara Bar
madc Impossiblo tho safc cntry wvosscls Arawing morc than ton foet
of water., This barrior ricant that althouzh the oil deposit was
amazinjsly largo, tho product could only ho cxportcd in shallow
draft, flat HYottomcd tankors to some other location whors thoro
would ™o a harvor decp cnoush to permit ocoan goling tenkers to
carry it awey. The closest availahlc herbors werce to he found 2
Curacao and Arube and thot is hov end why "3lack Gold¥ carc to
Aruba in 1923,

For somotimc aftor 1894 whon ths first concossions for
¢xplolting the deposits of tho 3osin  wors grented, ths develop-
ment of the lndustry progressed very slowly. Various companics
werce organized Hut it was not until 1924 thet offieinls of the Par
american Potrolcum Corporation ocrrived in Orcnjostad to arrange
torms for a loasc on thet scetion of the west ond of the islend
now known as the Bagle 0il Company'!s Conccession. Tho first stop
toward the actual location of thw oil industry on Aruba was takon
carly in 1927 whon the Royal Dutch Shcll Company laid plans to
¢roct a small topping plant ot Druilf abeout a milo wost of Oranjcstad.
"De Arend Potroloum I j", a subsidiary of tho Royel Dutch Shell
Compeny, was formcd ond the actual construction of the plant began
in Scptombor 1927, Some delay was caused »v the construction of _ .
a dock inslde the rc.f where necossary matoricl could hHo dischargod
sincc cvery piloco of material had to bho imported. Houscs wore
oxtromely scarce cnd some of tho workers wurs sholtered for o~ timc
in half tents whilc the staff was houscd in a Huilding thon known
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at San Nicolacs, Until it was Huilt as’manﬁfas two billion harrcls
of ocrudo oll were transforrod from the smallor into the largor
ships iIn a singlo:month.

Tho harbor, sufficiont in size to hold 2 large occan
tankors and 5 lakers, was oponed on November 17, 1927. The tormi-
nal posscssod 8 crude oil storage tanks of 70,000 barrcl capacity
cach and tho ncccssary stonm purps to transfer it at the rate of
2,500 barrels an hour. Soon aftor oporations began it was scon
that loading facllitios could be casily expanded by tho simplo
proeoss of adding moro powor to send the crude oil stroaming through
the pipe lincs. It also bocamc epparcent that a rofinery located
nocror the sourcoe of supply would furthor simplify transportation
problens, : ‘ ' B ;

sccordingly, in August 1927, 2 group was scent out from
the New York offices of the Pan American Potrolceum and Transport
Company . to survey the possibilitics of orecting o rofinory some-
whoro ncar Maracalbo TLioke district. Aftor inspcceting socvoral pos-
sible locetions in Venczucla, the party returned to Aruba and
decided that tho best site wee at thoe San Nicolaas harbor whoro
the transfor station was alreesdy in opcration. At that time, the
sitc that is now thickly covercd with stills, tenks, pipes and
othor eoqulpmont was o barron plot of cactus, coral and rock. On
February 24, 1928, construction actually started.

Many dolays wero faced, largely bocausc of tronsportation
difficultics, inadequate cequipment, and housing conditions, but in
Dacomdor 1928 the first piccoe of cquipment was placod in oporation.
Topping stllls worc startcd in January 1929 and othor construction
continuod apace.  Succceding years saw the addition of shops,
of fice bulldinzs, morc tanks and stills, cracking plants and
nunieroud other reflning and shipping facilitics. Vhilec no longor
tho world's largost refincry in torms of rated eapacity, the Lago
Refinory still processcs morc oil, month in and month out, than any
othor rofinery in the world.

'
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as the "Astoria Clubhouse". Company offices woro temporarily
opcncd in Nassau Street, Oranjostad, and a commissary was opcned
nearby. After surmounting meny difficulties, the Company was able
to moYe its officecs to the Concession and oy oarly May 1928 the
plant was rcady for opceration. The first shipment of crude oil
from the Basin arrived in Junc and tho plant operated from thon

on until carly in 1943, when the war causcd the Sholl Company to
shut down thc plant ond use its tanks for storagoc purposos.

Although criticized from memy angles, the oll companies
naove done much for 1lifo and culturc of tho poople of tho countrics
in which thoy have oporated, Concurrently with the construction
of the Eagle Refincry for eoxample, a comploto now "Colony" was
¢stablishod on the concession, Pormancnt housos werc bullt and
occupicd by cmployces. A commodious clubhousc was built, two
concrcte tennis courts and a swiming pool weorce constructed, roads
wore macadamized and other improvomonts made. A hospital accommo=-
dating 16 pationts was built in 1929, Thus a bit of now life,
drawn largoly from English and Dutech sourcos, was introduced into
the life 2nd culturo of Arubea.

While the Arond Company was busy developing the "agle
Refinery™ another dovelopmont was undor way at the opposite end
of theo 'island. In 1924, tho Sritish Equatorial 0il Coripany,
opcrating in Lako Maracaibo sold its rights and interosts bto tho
Lago Potrolcum Company which was a producing company on the Lake
without any moans of disposing of its products other than by sale
to other companics. Incidontally, tho name "Lago" is thoe Spanish
word for"Lake™. 3y taking over the British Company, tho Lago
Compony obtained unough small vesscls, called "lakers" to trans-
port its own erude oil to outsido ports. lHMoanwhilc thoe corporation
was investigating the possibilitics of sccuring a satisfactory
torminal cithor on the Paragunna Poninsula or on Curacao or ruba.

LP%or duc consideration, it was decided in July 1924
that the bay at San Nicolaas would "¢ an: idoal spot for futurc
dovclopmonts whon a decper channcl into the bay was dredgod., Tho
haul to San.Nicolacs was also much shortor than that to Curncao.
37 Octobor 1924, a finel docilsion to locate at San Nicolaas was
reachicd and the Lago 0il and Transport Company Limitod was in-
corporated in Cancda. Dredging of the channel and harhor bogon as
quickly as it could bo arrangod. Until the harbor was comploted,
sterting in Novomber 1924, the Company's two smell lakors discharged
thelr tankege in a depot ship anchored off Orcnjostad. BEarly in
1925 a third loker arrived and the Loazo Shipping Campany was
incorporated in London shortly thorcafter. In July -1925, the
Jritish intorcsts in the Lago Company worc sold to tho Pan Amcriecan
Pctroleum Corporation which rctained control until it was in turn
takon over »y tho Stendard 0il Company in 1938,

The dredging of the bay was complcted in nid ycar of 1927.
Additional bottoms rapidly incroased the size of tho fleot plying
Dotweon the Lake and Aruba and oporations doveloped on an evor on-
larging scalc. In thosc deys, the port was simply a placc whore
the oll was pumped from the lakors into largor vosscls capablc of
carrying the crude clscwhoro for rcfining. At the beginning of tho
projoct there were¢ no plans for the bullding of a refincry
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Arubats Little Aricrica

" The mon, who came -to arubn to construct tle Lago Rofinery
wore mostly Amecrican citizens who had acquired plonty of experionce
in various phasos of thc oil' industry in the Staten. Thoy wore
first housod ‘in bearracks, tents, and somctimes whe:sever thoy c ould
find a place to slecep, - In thaso days, fresh mcats, frults and
vogotables 'wore unknown. Everything that could noc be purchascd
locally, and that was very litilc, had to be obtaincd in cans.
Chickcns and oggs could be bought on the island ir limited amounts
but ice to koop food. from spoiling hod to bo transported from
Curacao in open barrols,..:Coral and cactus. coverirg the rofinory
sitc soon worc out the bost of shoes if they 'were not solod with
picces of rubher belting., ' N | |

"It was soon evident that somcthing dofirite would have
to "o dond ‘gbhout the housing situation for many of the cmployccs
woro anxiously looking 'forward te the day whon their families could
join them. Housos 'which had been constructed wore turncd into
bachelor quartors hefore they could e arranged for familics., A
moss holl was huilt ond a hospital opencd. After many delays,
other houscs wore finally completcd and Mrs. Gus Cosio had the
honor of boing the fiprst family to arrive, landing on July 13, 1928.
Other familics arrived soon aftorward and it was not lonz until tho
"American or Lago Colony™ had devoloped into a good sized villagos,

. & |

| When work at the refinery permitted, és many as fifty
new bungalows would boe undér construction in tho-Colony which had
Yeen plattsed to thevcast of tho refincry. This construction pro-
ceeded until approximately 570 hungalows were complceted. Thesce
togother with tho bachclor quartcrs which continued to house tho,
mon -without familics, provide living quarters for 2500 men,. Women
and children. The bungalows arg constructed along tho same goncral
linos with only the number of .rooms determining the differcnce in
sizo and shapo. Thoy worc built of stucco and stand about two fect
off tho ground on picrs that rcst in pans of crude oil which pro-
vent contipedes, ants, and other pests from ontering. Tho steps
at the front and back grc not attached to the porch for tho samec
rceson, Each bungalow is commgdious in size, having from 3 t6.8
rooms and is comfortahly cquipped.with o modern bath and woll |
planned kitchen in which is found .roomy ca»incts and closets, sink,
oloctric rofrigorators, stoves, and othor modern:deovices. The
Corpany also furnishcs sufficiont furniture and otheor cquiprnicnt.

for ordinary. housckoeping. i g S :
" Tn. early'1949, a group of 50 new houses was comploted.
These housas arc built along modern architoctural lincs and arec
constructed ¢ntirely of rcinforccd concrcto and concrcote blocks,
All of tho houses have two boedrooms, two bathrooms, a living roon,
kitchon, maidts quarters and garagc. A group of former Army
buildings, locatcd'at Colorado Point, havae becn modernized and |
furnished and thesc arc uscd for tomporary housing of newly arrivod
familios. - g S B = FPEEL A s T :

L8
4
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Despite the fect that the homes had to be built on barren
coral and rock, patience and persistence have worked wonders so
that almost every bungalow has its plots of flowers, shrubs and .
sometimes green vegetables., Soil hed to be brought in from other
points and fertilized or trcnsported by ship from the mainlend.
Water was made availlable and soon it was discovered that many kinds
of shruss and flowers would thrive if properly protected from the
strong winds until they are firmly rooted. In these gardens will
be found croton, begonlas, gardeniazs, hibiscus, guave, papaya,
banena trees end many other plants and shrubs. Goats, lizards,
ants and other pests severely tried the fortitude of many a resi-
dent but today the Colony has streets and yards that look ‘as nice
as similer communities in the States.

- 4ffeirs of the Colony are largely administered by the
Colony Service Department which is under the supervision of the
Company. The Colony has 1its own post office which operates as a
branch of the locel Dutch post office in San Nicolaas. Colony
residents may buy provisions, clothing and household wares in the
Company Commissary at prices comparable to those prevailing in
the States. A weekly mimeographed newspaper, called the "Pan
Aruban" publicizes local end international news items, announce=-
ments, etc.

With the advent of employees' families, a one room school
supervised by one teacher was opened in 1929, Today the elementary
school occupies three large, well equipped bulldings and a new
modern high school has recently been completed. In 1949 the Colony
schools heve a faculty of 29 end an enrollment of 400 pupils. Thus, .
with comperable faculty and facilities, these schools are able to
offer te the children of expatriate employees educationel opportuni=
ties comperable to those found in the aversge gommunity in the
States.

Because so many persons cmployed by the Company would be
in necd of medical attention from time to time, construction of a
$200,000 hospital was started in 1937. The unit wes hardly complete
when an oxpansion program for the refinery made a changc of sites
nceessary. The whole buillding was jacked up, put on speecial cars
end hauled on a specially built railroad to the top of & hill about
& mile further eest where it now commands en excellent view of the
northeastern shores of the islend. There is a large staff of
doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and other helpoers constently on duty.
Patlents maey have privete rooms if desired and the wards are
divided to accommodate both netive and foreign employces of the
Company and their femilies. In 1949, plans are being made to con-
struct a new hospitel on a site adjacent to the present one. This
new hospitel has been necessitetod by the increase in Company
cmployment and the expansion of hospital services which combine to
tax the present facilitles. The new hospital will be of radically
modern design end will be a fire-proof concrete structure.

The opening of the "Esso" Clubhouse on New Year's day,
1950, was e gela cvent in the Colony. It was then called the .
"Pen Am" Club and was organized to provide recrestion and entertain-
ment for members of the Compeny's foreign steff and their guests,

In 1939, when the Standard 0il Companics took control of the

refinery, the name was changed to the "Esso" Club. As the Colony
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grow alterations worc made to poermit tho buildinz to accoriodato
the increasing numbor of social and cormmunity functions that werc
hold by the Club, A rooflcss thoator was »uilt for dances, silont
movios and local thoatricals. In 1935 thc thoater was roofed and
ncw modern sound movic oquipmont installod, A Littlc Thoater
Playcrs group was organizcd and quitec a number of Broadway plays
worc roproduced with great succcss. This boautiful clubhousc was
destroyed by firc on Junc 7, 1942, It was rcplaced My stecl
darracks typs bhuildings which wore to scrve until such time os
transportation and available material nmado tho construction of a
now club possidblac,

A now modern cluh was comploted in latc 1949 and oponod
with fitting ccromonios on Docombor 9th., This club ie located on
o point Detweon the large and small lagoons south of the colony.
Tho Club building is a handsome modorn concroto structure designcd
Oy the promincnt Miami architoct, 20bert Law Weed., Anong tho
facilitlos arc o completely concloscd thoater, o game room, stag har,
cocktail loungc, soda har, roading loungo and out-door dance floor.

48 has Doon montionod, the Company's first moss hall was
oponad in & shed located on tho sito of tho prosont Porsonncl office.
Berly in 1929, o large and botter cquipped recss hiall was built |
whoro the presont dining hell for thoe hachelor ormployecs is locatod.
In 1954 2 now Club rostourant was oponcd bHut never nrovoed succossful
so that a section of tho "dining hall" was sct asidc for the sorving
of moals to thoso in tho colony who desired restaurant sorvico.

Only thosc who hold Company pcrrmlits may cat in this privato dining
hall. Thoy have the privilego of bheing acconpanicd by guosts.

In 1924 a largo onc story building housing somc very finc
bowling alloys was oponcd, provious allsys having boon destroyed
in tho Clubhousc firc, and has provon 2o popular roercational spot
for mon and womon aliltcs [Ln oxcollont swimming beach is located
alony the southorn shore boyond tho large ball parks vherc haschall
mnay bo played a2t any tirs of the year. Thore arce aolso nuricrous
tecnnls courts, a sailboat bhasin, a golf coursc and other rocreonticmal
faecilitios which make living in the Colony equal to living at nany
surmor rosorts.,

Thus tho Colony has grown in a short span of ysars from
a fow scattorcd houscs to a thoroughly moder community., It is not
tormporary in naturc, for tlhe oil industry promiscs to prospor for
mony yoars to coric on Aruba, Confortable living conditions, an
oll yoar around good climcto aond othor attractive advantages havo
lod many rosidents who care for short torms of sorvice in tho
rofinory to decido to mako Lruba their home for nany yoars to come.
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CEAPTER. TWELVE
"icr Comecs to Arubal

Whilc a goerrison of Dutch troops has becn statiocned
on Aruba for scorcs of yecars, generally speaking the island had
no need, after its carly colonicl doys, to protect itsclf from

i invasion nor did war affecct its economy until the prescent con-

x flict mande it to onc of the most important supply points in the
A Alliecd offcnsivce The presence of one of the largest world's

= ; largest refincriecs and its strotegic location between Panama

‘ and Trinidad made its protection imperative. That is how and
\ why wor finally came to Aruba.

After the island was restorcd to the Dutch Empirc af-
ter the Fronch and English invasions by the Poace of Paris only
minor episodes disturbed the peace until 1929 when a Venczuclan
uprising called for military action becausc some of -the parti-
cipants fled to Arubae. For somctimc thorcafter Arubsns werc
treatcd to the sight of Royal Dutch Navy destroycrs patrolling
the waters betwceen the islond ond the mainland. In duc tiue
" the incideont wos sottled ond no othor disturbing evoents happon-
ed until 1940.

Prior to September 1939 when Germeny plunged the world
into 1ts greootcecst conflict, millions of ganllons of gasoline,
Dicsel oil and other petroleum products were shipped from Arubo
to Holland, England, Francce ond other BEuropean countricse
The Royal Dutch Shell Company, and loter the Standard 01l
Company controlled prcetically all filling stations in Hollond
and largo numbers in adjocent countricse Even beforce Germany
invaded Holland on Moy 10, 1940, measurcs werc being taken to
protcct the refinerics on Aruba by incrcasing the strength of
the Dutch garrisone.

f"f

i

At that time the Dutch garrison was houscd in its
barracks at Oranjestad and militery service was a prosaic
affair., With the coming of war however all men betwcen 18 and
gl 45 years of age immodiatoly bcecame subject to drafte
E Thus far only those botween the ages of 18 and 25 have bocen
draftcde These will remain in scrvice until they are proper-
1y troined whon they may be releascd to scrve in local indus-
trics unlcss they are nceded clscwherc. DBecause they are nocd-
od for local defense and could not cesily be transported to
< othor Dutch possessions, most of those soldiers live on the
island and bhave frec cccesss to thoir homes after treining
hourse. The ordinary soldicr in addition to food, clothing and
shocltor rocecivgs 60¢ Dutch per doy as his paye. Comuissioned and
non-cormisgsioncd officers hold rank comparablc to that of other
arinics cxcept thot their pay is much lowere Much of their
present equipment has been sccurcd on the Lend Lease basise
Since the draft increcsced the grrrison beyond the capacity of
the quarters ot Oronjestad, the Lago labor camp at Sabaneta woas
2 converted, into o Dutch encarmpments When the new guarters now
: under construction at Oranjestocd are comploted, the garrison
will agoin be stationed therce. '

r e
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Immediately af'ter the decleration of war, Fronch
ncgro troops from the lslond of Martinique were hurried to
Aruba to reinforce the Dutch gorriscon. In a short time however
Fronce had fallon so the Fronch troops wore replaced by English
P troops which were quartcercd in the Sabancta Campe These troops

| were known as "The King's Light Shropshire Infantry". As the
war grow in intensity, Scotch troops landeod in Septomber 1940
to roplace the English troops thet woerec urgently needed elsc-
whercs lMeonwhile, the United Statcs Army was mobilizing ond
when tho Japonesce struck ot Pearl Harbor the urgent nccessity
of guarding Aruba os a vitally important oll supply depot was
rocognizode Accordingly on Fobruary 11, 1942, o contingent of
. United Stotes Army Troops replaced the Scotech troops and irmic-

diately began to orgonize the defense of the island.

The troops and their supplies had scarcely touched |
shorc when on Februaory 16th an unknown number of eneiny subpnoe
rincs began to shell the San Nicolaos harbor and the Lago Refi=-
nery. B3ix tankers at anchor outside the harbor rcecef werc sunk
and many lives lost. Shells flew widely over the refinery and
concessicn but fortunctely caused only minor damage that could
be quickly repairede The possibility of invasion and combot
spurrcd the troops tc a feverish c¢ffort to install the nccessa=-
ry defenscse Today the cnemy would reccive o reception he would
not soon forget if an invasion of the island. All American
Forces on Aruba oporatc under the unitcd command of the United
S8tates Novy,

Shortly aftor the United States Military Headquarters

. had beecn establishoed, groups of U.S. airmen arrived tc waintain

k a censtant patrol over tho Coribbecn scoe Military secrcecy
forbids a descripticn of the sizc or location of these forcoss

. Suffice 1t so to say that they have been so alert and proficiont
that they have sunk more submerines than the cnemy wos able to
sink shipse. Becnusc of its strategetic value and location, it
is likely that therc will be some representation of the United
States Army, Alr and Naval Forccos stotioned on the 1slend for
meny yearsa to comoe. |

gL, It should bc mentioned thot the civilian population
cnthusicstically co-operated in the islond's defensc by irmo-

y— dictoly orgonizing civilion defensc forccse. L rigorous blackout

! of 21l hemes, business cstoblishments, street and automobiloe

L lights wos inaugurateds During the dark of the moon the blacke
out is so effective that very little travelling is done at

- nighte Eoch town hos orgonized its air raid system and built
nuncrous olr roid shelters. All residonts aro outspokenly on

" the side of the Allics and a deop scanted spirit of poatriotism

. for both the Reigning Country of Holland and the good ncighbor,

, the Unitcd Statcs, prevailese

Resistance of all natlonalities on the island have
rcceived the American Forces most cordially and have done oll
v within thceir power to ontertoin them in their homes and clubse
» Although by Deccorber 1942, both ground and air forces had their
b own choplains, the former a Romon Catholie and the latter a
‘ Protestoant, the writer, loczl congrogoations cgpdcavored: to niako
service mon feel welcome in their midst. f
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