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THE CREATOR has filled the earth with materials for man’s use. But to
man himself has been left the task of developing these materials into
things that will satisfy his needs. Grains of wheat will not nourish us
until they have been ground into flour and baked into bread. Wool
will not clothe us until it has been spun, woven, cut, and sewn.

From the human point of view, the gifts of providence, as they
occur naturally, are only potential wealth. Knowledge, disciplined
skill, and effort must be applied to change them into usable wealth.
By changing the form and qualities of natural materials, men add
greatly to their value.

In nearly all instances the creation of this additional value requires
tools—the milling rollers, oven, and pan to convert wheat into bread;
the spindle, loom, and needle to convert wool into clothing; or ax,
saw, and hammer to make trees into chairs and tables.

A tremendously large, varied, and complex tool is an oil refinery.
It is the instrument by which nature’s gift of petroleum is changed
into products to lessen man’s toil; to move the cars, planes, and ships
which permit him to go rapidly and easily from place to place; to
give him light against darkness and protection against cold and heat.

As human beings would be weak without tools, so are tools useless
without human beings. Important as the oven, loom, and ax are, they
need people to operate them. The same thing is true of a refinery.

This booklet tells about one of the world’s greatest refineries—that











































































