


family man, gardening, botany, bridge, geology are certain to make life more
agreeable than & burning interest in night clubs, theatre, week-ending or
political rallies,

The man who goes to Aruba with the intention of
staying for some time and neither wearing himself nor his neighbors out with
fruitless complaints, should also make up his mind to get along with people,
because he'll come in contact with them morning, noon and night, And the
same people. By virtue of the fact that the company has leased a portion
of the island, both the refinery and the colony are in that area. Everyone
is connected with the refinery., It is impossible to lose oneself in the
crowd as, for example,on 42nd Street in the rush hours., There are about
1100 men, women and children in the colony and after their faces have ceased
to be strange there are none to replace them, They get better and better
known every day, The same groups mix at work, at the movies, at bridge, and
on the beach,

Some Friendly but Serious Advise

What the Well Informed Man Should Know, The follow-
ing paragraphs are addressed to the same man, who expects to go to Aruba, to
work and enjoy life as much as possible. He probably expects to stay for
geveral years, and hopes to leave a good taste in his own mouth and in other
people's when he does leave for good, He doesn't want to spend his waking
hours complaining about conditions that can't be changed; he therefore
wants to know what to expect before he comes here. So the best thing to do
is to give him as clear a picture as possible of what he will encounter.

We will presume that he is a bachelor, or, if he
is not that, he is coming by himself, as that is what happens to practically
all men who go to Aruba for the first time.

First, what should he bring with him?

A couple of white suits - liren if he wants to spend
that much money, but cotton or duck sults are worn by practically everyone
and are good encugh for any occasion, Don't bring more than two suits be-
cause they can be bought locally. Don't bring any extra white or linen
trousers either; they can be bought here Just as cheaply as in the States.

Bring enough dress shoes to last a couple of years.
The Commissary handles heavy working shoes but it won't hurt to bring them,
too. However, dress shoes aren't gtocked in the Commissary and there are
very few on the island.

Shirte, underwear and socks can always be bought in
the Commissary, but bring a few neckties. Bring whatever hats you have
available, but derbies aren't being worn this year by the young man of Aruba,
A German officer got off one of the tenkers wearing one, and a black suit,
the other day, and there was a near-riot.

Don't bother about razor blades, shaving cream,
tooth paste, etc., etc. They are kept in stock. Don't bring any more
Woolen clothes than you have to, The Aruba climate destroys them.

Bring your cemera, your books, your radio if it's
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a short wave set, tennis rackets, golf clubs, microscope, victrola, fieid
glasses and your automobile if you are willing to pay one tenth of its actual
value as import duty and a yearly license fee of $50-$60. Bring the car,
though; if you don't, you'll regret it. And also bring an appraisal of its
actual value with a notary's seal. It doesn't always do any good, but it
can't do any harm.

In other words, bring all the gadgets that help you
to pass time away comfortably - except pets. Unless you are going to live in
a house immediately, there 18 nowhere to keep them. But never bring long
haired dogs under any circumstances - they're miserable and they will help to
make you miserable.

In addition to the things already mentioned, bring
a rainecoat, one that will shed a drenching rain. The myth about Aruba's con-
tinued dryness has been pretty well exploded in the last three or four years,
and if you bring two raincoats you can easily dispose of the other one.

In the good 0ld days when the dollar was worth two
and a half Dutch guilders, a number of things could be bought to advantage -
for example, Germen binoculars, perfume, cameras, and various Dutch products
such as H¥dam cheese, Delft ware and gin. But not now. Since the dollar has
tumbled from its high estate, about the only things paid for in guilders
bought "on the outside" are hard ligquor and taxes! ("On the outside” means
outside the colony or Company concession.)

Bring some pictures- if you like pictures- to bright-
en up your room in the bachelor quarters. Remember, you are geing to live
there; you aren’t just camping. Most of the things you bring can be carried
in a small stout trunk - with a good lock. And the trunk will come in handy
in a good many ways. Leather lugmage, except for one suitcase, 1s not ad-
gisable - especlally if it is good luggage. The humid climate of Aruba seems
to have an especial affinity for leather gocds, and they don't last long.

We'll say, then, that you have packed your goods in
g trunk - which is carried as personal baggmage - and have a change of clothes,
ghirts, underwear, shaving materials, etc., 1in a suitcase. Thus equipped,
you board one of the best tankers, all ready for your sally into the tropics.

Life on a Tanker. Practically everyone who goes
to Aruba travels on an oil tanker, which is simply a steamship equipped to
carry a large amount of oil or gasoline. In place of cargo hatches, it has
tanks, in fact, the hull of the ship, except for the compartments housing
the engine boilers and pumps, is just one tank after another. The accommo-
dations for the officers and any passengers who may be traveling are in a
small superstructure about one third of the ship's length from the bow- the
front end. And usually it is small, because tankers weren't intended to
accommodate pagsengers anyhow, and, outside of one tanker especially built
for Aruba run, passengers arec accomnodated more or less by the grace of God.
However, to most people who have any feeling at all for ships and the sea,
traveling on a tanker is an interesting experience. No changing clothes two
pr three times a day - no fashion parade on the promenade deck, because there
isn't any promenade deck. No Paris shops, no restaurant, no smoking room, and
no conventions. You're on a working ship. Passengers are merely incidental,
put for that very reason the officers are usually glad to see a few passengers.
They provide a new interest - someone to talk to - someone from the "Outside."
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It is very interesting to note that while some times the accommodations
aren't so "hot", and occasionally, especially in foreign ships, the food
doesn't entirely suit Americans, we have yet to get a complaint indicating
unpleasant or inconsiderate treatment by officers. Most people seem to think
that the officers on "their" particular tanker are the best and most consid-
erate officers that ever set foot on a ship.

There are two tankers - the PAN BOLIVAR and the
PAUL H. HARWOOD - built eapecilally for the Aruba run, which are equipped to
carry passengers, and very comfortably equipped. The staterooms are better
than those on the average coastal steamer, and every effort is made to assure
comfort and convenience for the travellers. The officers do an extraordinarily
good Jjob of competently operating a freight ship and expertly handling a group
of passengers.

There are a few things, however, that can make
travel on a tanker more agreeable for everyone. Remember that it is, after
all, a freight ship, and that you are living right in amongst the officers.
They must get thelr sleep or they can't do their work. A little more than
ordinary precaution in the matter of noise-making will make everyone happier.

Pe sure that you den't smoke in areas where it is
prohibited. Wear a coat at mealtimes. Make ag little noise ag you can.
Take some magazines. And remember that the captain is just as truly and
completely monarch of all he surveys - including the passsngers - as the
king of a feudal state. Treat him with the respect due his position and
you'll be met more than half way.

Arrival at Aruba. Well, the six or seven or eight
days' voyage is over, and the ship is docking in San Nicholaas Harbor. You
have looked the island over and it looks pretty flat. The port doctor comes
aboard to see that you look healtihiy and have been vaccinated. Then the
immigration officer and one of the men from the Personnel Department examine
your baggage, and you go ashore. In regard to these laitter details, it is
best not to have any original ideas. dJust follow the instructions given you
at the time and you'll get along all right. If the customs men want to make
a more detailed search than you can see the use of, let them do it. It's
their job and the way they make their living.

Don't treat them with scorn because they happen to
be a little dark in color - they are natives of Surinam and are just as much
Dutch subjects as the whitest Dutch man you ever saw and just as proud of it.
And remember, you're in their country now. You're the alien! That 1s one
feature of 1life in Aruba about which a few timely words should be said.

"When in Rome, do as the Romans do' - with discretion.
Many Americans have gone to Aruba, have done their work well, have been fair-
1y agreeable citizeng in the Colony, but have found it difficult, if not im-
possible, to accommodate thomselves to living under a foreign flag. They may
not treat the police force with sufficient respect. They may infringe
automobile regulations and become much incensed because they are fined.
They some times argue with custom officials, especially if the latter happen
to be a little dark in color. A few men have thought, apparently, that pay-
ing income tax in the Cclony of Curacao is an imposition on the rights of
American citizena, and then they are frightfully annoyed because the Gov-
ermment sends a bailiff to collect the tax, by attaching their wages.
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In other words, people have been known to behave exactly as though they
were doing the Colony of Curacao a great favor by living in Aruba. Perhaps

they are, but the officials of the Colony of Curacao don't like to be re-
minded of it.

From the standpoint of people who have lived here
from three to five years, it can be said that if Aruban Govermment officials,
policemen, tax collectors, etc., are treated with as much respect as the
game officials in the United States, they will be reasonably co-operative
and easy to get along with. OSome of the laws and regulations may seem
unreasonable and old fashioned, but until the laws are changed the officials
have to enforce them, good, bad or indifferent. If a policeman stops you
for driving your automobile too fast, treat him with the same amount of
respect that you would a policeman in the States, under the same circum-
stances. He can arrest you and fine you. If the Govermment tells you you
have to pay an income tax, pay it when and where you are told to. You do
it in the States - why not in Aruba? By arguing with officials and Govern-
ment employees, you only give yourself a name for being a hard person to get
along with and do no good whatsoecver.

TIntroduction to the Colony

To return to our newly arrived adventurer, he has
Just stepped off the tanker and is ready for whatever happens. He iz taken
to his room in the Bachelor Quarters, and assigned a seat in the Dining Hall,
is introduced to his foreman or immediate superior, has hig picture taken
for his identification badge, has his credit established at the Commissary
and Club House, arranges an allotment of his wages to be sent to the States
and is then ready to go to work. These things are only mentioned because
they are part of the routine. It is not necessary for the prospective
employee to remember them, because someone will be at his elbow to explain
what to do next.

The Club. The first night he is here, he will
probably go to the Club House. ZEveryone gravitates in that direction
sooner or later and a few words should be said about it beforehand. The
Club House is a large frame building, approximately in the center of the
Colony. It is the center of all recreational activities. There is a well-
stocked bar, at which anything can be bought except hard liguor. The idea
of a well-stocked bar without ligquor may seem quite anomalous to the reader.
Well, the bar is as well stocked as a bar can be without hard liquor.

There is a large pool and billiard room in the Club, a comfortable lounge
which is open to the eligible of both sexes and a moving picture theatre
which is also used for a dance floor and a basket-ball floor. There is a

library. In other words, the Club is a complete entertaimment unit in itself.

Money i1s not handled in the Club at all. All pay-
ments are made in Club coupons, purchased at the desk, and charged to the
employee's account.

The Dining Hall. Our newly arrived immigrant will
eat his meals in the Dining Hall; like everyone else he will sooner or later
make some very pointed ~ probably profane - remarks about the service, the
cooking, the waiters, the location, the steward, the supplies, etc., etc.

It will simply mean that he is beginning to feel the monotony attendant to
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taking meals anywhere over a long period of time. What does one do in the
States when a particular restaurant or boarding-house becomes tiresome? One
moves to another - probably as bad, but at least bad in a different way.

In Aruba one can’'t change boarding houses because there is only one, and the
annoyance at not being able to change makes itself known by sundry ill sup-
Pressed squawks which at least serve the purpose of letting off steam. The
food is well cooked - is served boarding house style - and is plentiful.

It is better than the average served in medium priced restaurants in the
States, is much more cleanly prepared, and there is a lot more of it. And
it 1s far better than anything obtainable in public eating places in this
part of the world. Just a word here. Be very careful about eating in
places outside the Colony. Their ideas of cleanliness and yours may not
coincide at all. And remember there are such things as dysentery and pto-
maine poisoning.

The Bachelor Quarters. The "Bachelor Quarters"
where the new man will live, are two-story buildings with 32 rooms each.
Two men are accommodated in each room. And the beds are probably the most
comfortable in the world. That may seem a minor point, but just wait a
minute. You have to get your proper sleep in the tropics. Of course you
do anywhere but it is a pretty general opinion that sufficient "Hay" is of
more importance In hot countries than temperate ones. In most places where
a lot of men are gathered together the powers that be supply a "donkey's
breakfast on a board" to sleep on. Not so Aruba. The beds and springs are
the highest quality it is possible to get and are guaranteed to have one
hundred per cent drawing power. BSleeping, in Aruba, during ten months of
the year, fanned by cooling breezes, at a temperature low enocugh to make s
blanket welcome, is a luxury of the first order. During the other two months
the breeze may be absent part of the time, but even so there is not one tenth
as much discomfort as in most sections of the States during July and August.

Personal and Confidential. It would appear that
our bachelor or tempcrary bachelor has now a fairly good start. He has brought
certaln goods with him and has purchased others here. He has been introduced
to his boss and his work, has found out when and where he eats and sleeps,
and has been given plenty of pointers in regard to spending his leisure time.
These are things he requires of Aruba. What does Aruba require of him in
order that he may live with the maximum of comfort?.

Forbearance or patience or good nature or whatever
you like to call it. Don‘t fly off the handle the moment some annoying
thing happens. Remember, Aruba is a barren isiand and gverything that makes
living possible is brought from the United States. DPerfect comfort and con-
venlence are hard to obtain anywhere. Under the conditions in Aruba, a
tremendous Jjob 1is being done every day by the people concerned to keep the
place going in food, water and the conveniences of life.

Don't believe everything you hear. In a place like
this, one of the leading indoor sports is the manufacture of tall tales.
Some of them are amusing but very few are true. They are only intended to
pass away the time, and impress the newcomer and the gullible.

Don't get it into your head that someome is "gunning"
for you. That is a sad state of affairs anywhere and will lead a man into
more difficulties than almost any other weakness. But to have & "persecution
complex" in Aruba, where you are in contact with the same group morning, noon
and night, is unbearablse. Under ordinary conditions in the States you can
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get sway from people part of the time, anyhow. But in Aruba, if you allow
yourself to believe that you have an enemy, you will see him at work, at
meals, at baseball gameg, at the movies -- you may sleep in the same room
with him!

THE MARRIED MAN WITH A FAMILY

When we come to talk about bringing a family to
Aruba, there are many points that need to be discussed which affect our
bachelor very little 1if at all.

Housges., First the matter of getting a house to
live in.

The housing situation has been such a live subJect
to Aruba during the past four years that it seems hardly possible that it
hasn't been discussed in all sections of the U. 8. and Canada. However,
there are probably etill a few people who haven't heard of it so far. For
their benefit a few details will be hashed over.

There aren't enough houpes to go around, which
means that there is at all times a waiting list for housing, varying from
15 to 50. This means that there is always a group of men living in the
bachelor quarters who have families in the States, and whom they are very
anxious to bring to Aruba. On the average, an employee will have to wait
for one year before he can bring his family to a permanent house. After
a man has been here four months it is poseible for him to sublet a house
from someone going on vacatlon, although this is a deplorable way to live.
To move into someone else's house for five or six weeks and then have to
move out and maybe move into another vacationist's house -- and maybe have
novhere to go at all, is certainly not satisfactory. Some people try it
for a while but if they aren't very lucky their families finally have to
go back to the States, anyhow.

Living outside the Colony is entirely out of the
question for people who have been accustomed to a normal American way of
living. The Houses are merely native huts -- full of insects -- a prey to
the sneaking centipede and the skulking scorpion «- no bathrooms -- no water --
merely a roof and four walls tastefully surrounded by cactus in a community
of dark skins. No; living "outside” can't be recommended.

The only sensible thing for the married "bachelor"
to do, then, 1s to wait until he gets a company house -- rent free, free
water, free ice, free oil for cooking, free garbage @isposal, electric light
and furniture. Living in an Aruban company house is the simplest kind of
living imaginable. No monthly bdills, no arguments with the electric company
or the gas company, no getting in coal for the winter. If the electric
lights burn out, new ones are supplied, pronto. If the waste pipes gurgle
and gasp, call the plumber. The houses are palnted regularly and the
furniture is repaired or renewed whenever it is necessary. It is the sim-
plest kind of housekeeping in the world. Negro maids work for $1.00 a day
plus their food. Some of them are fairly good; some arefair; and some are
gimply terrible. But they can get the rough work done and some of them are
good cooks. Most of them are capable laundresses, But don't think that by
paying extra money you get extra service. All you gain is the dirty looks
of the rest of the housewives who are trying to keep living costs down.
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Electric Fans aren't supplied, and for a couple of
nonthe every year they are very useful,

Deck Chairs are useful for the porch, and cannot be
yurchased in Aruba.

If you have them handy, bring a few throw rugg in
neutral shades. Wall tapestries and flower vaseg are very ugeful.

And the rest can well be left until you have had
a chance to look around and decide what you want. There will be other
things, of course, that can only be determined by individval taste. But
the inclusion of some of the articles mentioned above will make your house
more livable. There are a lot of things that can be bought in the stores
in San Nicolaas, but they are not as suitable as items which can be bought
more cheaply in the States.

School Facilities. The school in Lago Colony will
now accommodate children through the full High Scheool program, with a stan-
dard American curriculum. This is undoubtedly the largest and best American
gchool in a foreign country and graduates will be recognized for entrance
into colleges in the U. S. A small fee is charged which only partly meets
the school expenses. Modern bulldings and equipment are furnished by the
Company.

The Commissgsary. The Company operates a general
store -- the Commissary -- where all the necessities and many of the luxuries
of life are for sale. Food prices are reasonable but not low. The average
commissary bill for a family of three is about $80.00 per month. Of course,
this is entirely dependent on the assortment of food and the amount, too.

If you go strong for caviar and pate de fole gras -- both of which the Com-
missary carries -=- your bills will mount. But so they would in the States
on a similar diet. The Commissary carries fresh fruit and vegetables and
unfortunately these things are expensive, too. Remember, they are collected
in New York from all parts of the United States, are kept there in cold
storage, are loaded on a tanker and again put in cold storage for the trip
to Aruba. Then they are once more put in cold storage after they arrive.

No wonder they are expensive.

Pecple often ask why we can't get frults and veget-
ables from the nearby countries, where they are cheap enough in all conscience
and grow like weeds. Disgtribution is the answer. In Paramaribo (Venezuela)
you can buy oranges for a Dutch cent; a stalk of bananas for about ten cents
U. S. In Haiti, alligator pears cost 25¢ z bushel. Limes in Venezuela are
three cents per dozen. But you can't get a regular supply. Fruits and
vegetables are seasonal -- in South America they aren't kept all year around
in cold storage -- there isn't any, the coastal ships don't have cold storage.
Imagine a deck-load of melons, lettuce, and oranges after a six day voyage in
the hot sun!

Vo, Aruba has to get its lettuce and celery regu-
larly and in large quantities. The only feasible method to date is from New
York via tanker. Even so the demand 18 greater than the supply. It
takes plenty of ingenuity to prevent the "green goods" from walking over
to Oranjestad -- other people on the island like American vegetables, too.
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